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'That they refuſed Conflant, and held 
© "Occafronal: Communion with, one another, 
and with one anothers Churches. 
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_ bs \ F R feſt wy which t would entreat the Reader vated of me; is 
char 1 have no Larenrion to meddle in the Controverſy about the Ex» | 
pegdience, or Iflexpedience of patling the Bill againſt Occaſional Confot- 

557 One of the Houſes of Parliament aving thought fir for che 
' " Freſent ro drop this Bill, that Controverſy is ( for a while at leaſt} | 


laid afl 

Bat bing had Opportunity ſince F time, to ſee ſome of the Pamphlets that 
had been wrirren a Mn that | Bil, 1 find ſuch 1 and miſchievous Principles 
aſſerted” in ſome of em; as nor only ly they chat * the Bill, but the allo 
that were for laying it aſide at this time, muſt needs abhor and declare againſt. 
There are ſome of em of leſſer Moment, which I ſhall but juſt mention: 1 
ng but that which every Chriſtian muſt be 

gion, and of the Apoſtles the firſt Plan- 
ill in Pa amenr, ſach Prin- 
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concerned for; the Credit of our holy R 
ters of it, Whatever becomes of this or an) a up B 


ciples oughr-nor to be ſuffer'd to take deople Pony as wilt uma 
the Grounds of our Faith. e 
Thoſe which 1 mention d of e at are 1 8 7 4 


1. There is one of em 
the Diſſenters, 5. e. the & 


that plainly tells the Queen Os rwo Houſes, that 
A e an unnlienable Right both to a Tolerationz 


The Proteſtant Diſſenters.” He ſays; but his Proofs reach 
to all Papiſts and Heathens, which is 'as much à8 tb fay t the Parliament, Ye 
do not accept of theſe Privilegetas Act. Horace, neither need you conſider whether on 


* 7 bis AR or not: For you have 0 Right or ire do . 


d 1 believe chat their Lordſhi ps tthernſel ore of Rick ug 1 


Encouragement given em to refuſe the Bill ; A ey 85 Hoke he tar however 


they might rhink it Expedient at this time ro let i e yet they might have 
ſled ir if they had chought'fit ;"and may 86 any dme hereafter Faß ig if chey 
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the Title ofir. For it oy A Bi 
Men ( who ſeem! never to have read the Bill it (IF) have written, as N 
that it repreſented Occaſional Conformity worſe Hun total Seperation | or 

__ on thoſe who joining moſtly with the Schiſmaticks wA dd 'ſdmetimes come to 
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k this Occaſional Communion, do make uſe of the Arguments uſed by the Lords, 
5 a Conference formerly held, agaioſt ſome Clauſes of the Bill, to a purpoſe that 


They ſpeak as if the Lords had gone about to jultify this OccaſionalCom- 
pu ra i, e, a Refuſalof conſtant Communion with the iſh'd Church and 
commynicating moſtly with the r as a good thing; whereas the Lords 
do plainly ſay the contrary, vix. 


Oe. only they differ about the de * of puniſnment for that Fault. N 


Apoſtles, bringing them alſo into the Guilt. Tis bad eno 


ably worſe ro Wa the Apoſtles, as practiſing it themſelves, 
patronizing it in their W 2 har Po, the 33 of our Faith, 

mould hen have aebelicve, Paul, for Example, and thoſe Churches 

with him, refuſed a ſertled Communion with 


and could come no nearer than to communicate occaſionally. 
If fo, then the Church of Chriſt is founded ( for it is bullt on the Fondation 


| NY Apoſtles) in 9's or 3 a iy open? Quarters 


We, at 
. e amphler chat fitſt vented thi bears the Title 2p the Inereft of Eng! 
I coniderd in Pe to Prot et am Deſſenters, * truly he ſtates the * Bogland 
4 — let others 12 7 or if they will not, the Event will new, if his Mea- 
| 1 allowed, * — the Intereſt of Chriſtian 0 dar is, that * 
|} ow Tai meant and practis 


ſins bat every Chriſtian at all times. 
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ian Faith ; if 4 Atheiſt have this he, To 0 — the Planters four Religion 
ee themſelves, but differ d ſo far, as each of em to renounce, and 
renounce, any conſtant ſtared Chriſtian Communion with: 
directed, and.govern'd by the other. 
This Piece has no Name of Anchor or Printer fo that there is Robm for: a 
e n. And, for one, do An 
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, manly be te diſcovers an Affectation in uſing 
aks of God, Which the Soeinians. commonly o, * 


e of the eee 


3. But what is TO: : Almo all the Pamphlets that I have ſee 5 written for 
y ; 


Rene, ro the declared Meaning of their Lordſhips themſelvegyn the laid Con- 


hat they do net 1115 it, they caunt it nn 4 
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And (to come to my me ) whar is worſt of all: They -have, to ente- 
nunate their Fault, in refuſing conſtant Communion with the Chitrch w dete the 
+ Jive, endeavoured to rub their Scab not only on the Biſhops, but on the bleſſe Riegel 5 


h to repreſent ur 
| 455 nge a Thing ſo contrary to the Aim of Chriſtian Religion; but 


1 ph Peter, for E and tho e Churches which were in Communion with him, 


ueſe hiny jo by. 
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of it, as of his own new Invention: For at P. 30. ed. 2. 1703. after a long Diſ- 
courſe made to fix this on the Apoſtles, he apologizes for the Length of it thus; 

| Theſe Thoughts being out of the common Way, I promiſe my ſelf that the Novelty wit 

| * for the Length. MF. n 

They are new Thoughts indeed, and I believe that no Chriſtian did ever lay 
ſuch a Slander on the Apoſtles before. But yet they are not abſolutely new ;. 
for I remember to have read, that one of the old Enemies of Ghriftian Religion, | 
Porphyry, F uſed this Argument againſt any Belief to be given to it; That the | 
ſtles, the firſt Planters of it, tho” pretending to be all 21 guided by an infal-. 
lible Spirit, could not agree in what they ſhould order about it; bur Pau! fquab-- 


bled with Peter, &fc. 15 Lo A 
When I firſt ſaw this Plea uſed for Occaſional Conformity, in the Pamphlet 


aforeſaid, being tariled at the Impiery of it; I thought however, that there was 
ao fear that any other Chriſtians, how zealous ſoever for a Side, would follow © 
him in affixing on the Apoſtles and primitive Chriſtians, an Impurarion ſo ground-- 
leſs, and which caſts ſo vile a Reflexion on the Credir of the Chriſtian Religion 
in general, For-all of us that are Chriſtians do, of which: Side ſcever we be in 
the Diſpute, agree in this, That the Differences for which we do either totally, 
or in great Meaſure renounce and ſeparate from one another, do ariſe from the 
Weakneſs, the Miſtakes, the Folly, the Want of ſufficient Inſtruction, the miſ- 
guided Zeal, the Prejudice, the carnal and worldly Intereſt, or other Sinfulneſs - 
or Deficiency of one Side or the other, and ſometimes-of both. And accordingly 
we do all agree in this, That if St. Paul, or St. Peter, or any other Apoſtle of dur 
Saviour, were now living on the Earth, and did, by the Spirit, give his particular- 
Determination of the Matters in diſpute between us, or which ſide ſhould yield to 


which, and in what particulars, we ſhould all of us preſently comply; or elſe, he 
r be to be counted a Cheiltian. Py tally 


that ſtood outwould no lon 
And yer this Argument ſuppoſes on the contrary, and pretends to prove from 


yer upf proyi 
Scripture, that the two forefd Apoſtles were in their Life-time. Leaders of two 
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i Fuage (a8 our OccahonatCommunicanis do refuſe here); and that the Apoſtles, 
me on'one Bade; and- ſome on the other, fomented threſe Differences; reft 


6 me other. And xccordingly it ſuppoles, that if St. Paul and St. Peter were 


[ here in England a they would diſagree and ſquabble as we do now); that St. Peter | 
Would head ane Side, (the National Church, I ſuppofe they allow to him) and 
St. Paul would cad off a Patty of total (or mote than half , Schiſmaricks on the 


11H 


ler ; and that they would teach their {eyeral Patriys to cry out, the one, Tam 


| ** . f 
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F 


have read that Imputation laid on them with any Approbation, or would have 
ſecouded it. But ſuch is the Byaſs and Eagerneſs for a Side, that it leads People 


as it Was, took like Wildfire, and is propagated in ſeveral following Pamphlets. 
2 vat the Miſtake, and prevent the Milchief of it, is the Deſign of this little 
Ik we cannot agree in any Cordial and Conſtant Communion with one another; 
if we muſt continue to contend, oppoſe, judge, deſpiſe, and in a bitter Zeal to 


* bur let not the Principles of our holy Religion bear the Blame of it. Ler 
Sects and Parties be founded any where, but in the Goſpel. Let em be Works of 


Not Works of the Goſpel-Spirit, or the Teachers and Beginners of em, Spirituat 


in gur own. Side and Party (which ought in the firſt place to be by each fide 
natrowly examin d) let us find em at leaſt in our Adverſaries; but let not any 
Body with his new Thoughts, pretend to fetch em from the Apoſtles: Or at 
leaſt, as ſuch a Song was 1600 Years after the Apoſtles Death, before it found 
any Chriſtian ſo heedleſs as to vent it; ſo let it be buried in Oblivion, and let no 
Body be found to ſecond it, till another ſuch ſpace be Jute. 3 9 
It has always been accounted a greater Wickedneſs fora Man to teach that any 
| Sin ( as Fornication for Example) is lawful and allowable by God's Word, than 
uss co practice the ſame Sin, owning"it to be his own Fault. For one caft; 
KReproach on God, the Other takes it to himſelf. Let us do ſo with the Sin of 
Schi, The Faulr of it is ſomewhere among us: For God is a God of Unity. 
Ik I cannot perſwade Chriſtian People to be at an entire Unity, and without any 
| e at all: Vet I can never deſpair of evincing this; that God's Will and 
nes that they ſhould be ſo, and that the Apoſtles taught ſo, and that their 
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en Us: 19,5 13. ib. 3, 4. f C. 5. 19520. , VO. 3. 3, 4. 


6, the Jewiſn and Gentile Believers; and that cheſe Parties differ d | 


as much awe do. d that not only in Opinions about Meats, 'Ceremb- 

re, {for © 46. nor know Os ay be true) but alſo in cheir 1 | 

1! . Commimon in Fc 8 Sr. the one refuſing any conſtant Cotumu 
the other, tho” they were of the ſame City, and us d the ſame Lan. 


fus d 
Communion wich one another, and each with the Churches or 1 


for Paul z the other, I am for Cephas; and ſo chat between em Chriff Should be 
"> Now this being a thing which St. Paul abhor'd, (and it were impious to 
think that St. Perer did not do fo too) 1 thought, as I ſaid, that no body would 


10 5 uſe ſuch Engines, as would, if they took Effect, overthrow the whole Frame 
of that Religion, for one fide whereof they are contending. And the Notion, new 


/ bite and devour one another, till we be confumed one of another: Let all this hap- 


the Fleſp + wherever they are found; and the Promoters of em, *, Carnal : | 


or Apoſtolical, If we can'r find the Cauſes of our Diſagreements in our ſelyes or 
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24 4 Vindicatlon of the ben.. 7 
I mould here have entred directly on my Subject, but that the Author (be- 
Gde the Imputation laid on the Apoſtles of their refuſing Conſtant Communion 
Fitch one another, or with one another's Churches) does alſo add a few Words 
concerning their, and our Saviour's, and Fohn Bapti®'r holding only Occaſional * 
Communion in the Worſhip of the Tenn and Synagogues, with the Fews that dic 
not yet believe. On which Argument the following Pamphlets have much enlarged, 
and have boaſted that Chriſtianity had its firſt Beginning in Oceaſional Conformi- 
ty; and have by a very palpable Paralogiſmi gone about to make the Communion 
which Chrift, the Apoſtles, and firſt Chriſtians held with the unbelieving Fews, as 
a Pattern for that Communion which Chriſtians ought to hold with one another. 
What needs to be ſaid on this Head, may be beſt diſpatch'd betore-hand, and 
not be mixt with the other Debate concerning the Communion of Chriſtians with _ 
Chriſtians. For it is one Queſtion what Gommunion Believers are to have with 
one another; and a very different one, what Communion they were to hold with | 
Few: who did not as yet believe in Chriſt. The firſt ought to be conſtant, perpe- 
tual, entire, and univerſal, excepting only the Caſe where ſome that may be called 
Chriſtians do, either by falſe Doctrines in the Fundamentals, Idolatry in Worſhip, 
or notorious Wickednels of Life, put a Bar ro any Communion to be held with em; 
or elſe do inſiſt on ſome Terms and Conditions of the Communion that is to be had 
with em, which are really ſinful. - Bur the other, vit. the Communion which be- 
lieving Jews or Gentiles were to have wirr unbelieving Jews, was only Oeconomi- 
cal, and tolaſt only ſo long till a due Trial might be made whether they would 
by Inſtructions, Exhortarions, Miracles, Evidences brought from their own Seri- 
res, Ofc. be brought to believe. And if they continued Obſtinate in their Un- 
lief, they were to be renounc'd. Mts | 
And even duringthe time that this Occonomical Communion did hold, it was 
jmpoſGble that the publick Worſhip of the Believer ſhould be limited to thoſe 
Times and Places of the Jewiſh publick Worſhip in the Temple and Synagogue ; 
becauſe befide the Worſhip of God the Father, which they practisd in common 
with the Jews, andthe Belief which together with them they profels'd in him 
had alſo another neceſſary Article of Faith ( vi. that Feſt is the Chriſt ) 
which they had a Commiſſion from Heaven to publiſh, own, and preach : And 
Prayers to him, and in his Name, which they were commanded to uſe. Which Prayers 
and Preachings becauſe they were not allowed to uſe in the publick eſtabliſſit Places 
of Worſhip ; it was neceſſary vo uſe em in other particular Aſſemblies, Ihe Fews 
themſelves did own, that à Prophet, or any that had an immediate Revelation or 
Commiſſion to preach any thing, was not bound or limited to the ordinary Times 
Places; or Rules ; but might make uſe of any extraordinary Way of publiſhing it. 
Now Fehn Baprif was a Prophet, and more than a Prophet, as our Saviour teſti» 
fies of him: And our Saviour himſelf was much more ſo. e 
If there were any Body of Chriſtians now, chat pretended to have any Revela- 
tion of new Articles of Faith, more than the Catholick Church does hold, any nevy 
Seriptures, or new Object of Worſhip ; their Caſe wonld (on ſuppoſal that their 
Pretences were true) be the ſame with that of the firſt Chriſtians, in ref ro the 
Fews, And they would be oblig'd to keep Commmunion with other CHriſtians on- 
ly ſo long till thoſe others had had the new Doctrine divulg d to em, and Had refus d 
it, Bur till thoſe new Revelations come, the Examples which they bring of Fobn 
Bap, our Saviour, and the Apoſtles, holding ſomerimes Wann. the 
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s 38 3 and the A $ did 8 Ae Fer e 
e with the Jews (which St. Foby and our aviour did 
the long) they held conſtan- eng with em, and did never cammu- 
1 wean with. any chat did Tax 1. "am e Jews Worſhip, 
oF This, as It has been, I ſee, well made out by others; * fo it is not the thing 
wa which Tprincip ally defign'd to diſcuſs, For 1 — not, as I ſaid, judge it very 
terial to the If Queſtion, which is, What Communion Chriſtians are to to hold 
With Chrittians I will howey er ſpend a * Words won 8 
PROP. I. Ther the eee which war Nope hx wi te Uni 
Feu by our Saviour, and John Baptiſt Tow by the Apoſtles, for 
41 they kept any Communion with em at all) was not an e 2 
but Cen fast Communion. | 


0 U R Saviour, as he was (as 8. Paul t ſays) made 2 the Law,ſo Wau a 
due Obſerver of it, And for his Communion with his Nation of the Jews; 
we find him frequently with them at Prayers and Preaching in the Temple (When 
at . in _ Spoagogues r* in Country Vallages 3) nor do we find 
, nor is any th ing p pretended, to the contrary 144 as b. ue this con» 
l; "rk an 1 as for the diſtinct Aſſemblies which he h e N 
'S Ip oh only as were in Communion with the] r 
1 s from the Jewiſh Church, he would not ain wi IS yo 
li 155 omimunion, {et up in Oppoſition to the ſaid Chuck He bid 
'Diſciples, whom he ſent * to have nothing to do with Gentiles, and into 2 | 
City of Samaritans (who were Schiſmaticks from the Jewiſh; Church) not to 
enter. He himſelf had once a Neceſſity 4+ of pailing throu Samarig. 
preach'd indeed, or declared, to that Peo 4 the a of his being the 
. , whom both the Jews and Samaritans ex the ſame time he rel 
25 „for their Schiſm; ſo chat all of em 5 d be bis Diſciples, ane pre- 
Faith in him (as ſome "of! em did) muſt ar the ſame time return to the 
—.— of the . in which he told =" Salvation wat to be had; and for 
* in thel r way, he told em, They wor ie they knew not what, And the 
heſied to em, t chat the time ſhould come, ih which they ſhould neither at 
Jo alem, nor in that Mountain worſhip the Father; yet he gave em to under» 
and, that for the preſent Feruſa/em was the place hs Men ought to Wert 
and 5 Fog 155 * where they had ſet — a Worſhip i in Op 
ar yFeruratem, 


Oppoliian 0 tha: 

9 B4 alſo kept Conſtant Communion in the Jewiſh Church; elſe, if be | 
been a eparatit People from whom he Wan would not 1 5 pow 
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did; and he e B 

z any People, Put fuch only as held Cootunt Camp 

_ -— muaion with the Jewiſh Church of thar-rime.g, nor is it pretended that he. 3 
Ade All that is pretended, is, that both he and Chriſt did,  belide rhale r. 
dinary times of Worſhip in the Temple or Synagogues, hold at other times 
ſeparate Aſſemblies at other Places, in the, Wilderneſs, in private Houſes. 
Nenn ot i, Ms 
* nN who ſays t this, do mean by ſeparate Aſſemblies, any Al- 

ſemblies conſiſting of, or having in em, any Perlons that did ſeparate from, 

or renounce Communion with the Church of the Jews at that time; it is 

not true: or at leaſt, let him Rove that it is true, But if he mean only, 
that theſe Aſſemblies were diſtinct from thoſe that were appointed by Law, 
but conſiſted all of the ſame Perſons that uſually frequented the ſewiſh 

Temple and Synagogues, and had never a Schiſmatick among em; what 

does this avail to the juſtifying of ſuch among us, who do ſometimes com: 

municate with the Eſtabliſh'd Church; but at other times do join in Com- 
munion in ſuch Aſſemblies for Worſhip, as are ſer up in Oppoſition to the. 

Church, and do conſiſt moſtly of. ſuch Perſons as never do communicate 
with the Church, but do renounce her Communion, and are total Separa- 

riſts from her? Rs | 
It appears on the contrary, that theſe Examples of our Saviour and oh 

Baptift, do ſtrongly fade it to be our Duty to continue in Communion 

with the Eſtabliſh'd Church where we live. For they, tho' there were many. 

Corruptions and abundance of ill Men in the Church of the Jews. at that 

time (againſt which Corruptions and Ill Practices they gave their. Teſtimo- 

ny) yet did nor ſeparate from it, or renounce its Communion ; nor abet, 

encourage, or join in Communion, with any that did, 

The foreſaid Writer ſays, % Our Saviour wat a Diſſenter, from the im- 
Ceremonies and Traditions of the Elders, From the Ill Ones he was a 
Diſſenter (i. e. a Diſliker of em) no doubt: But that's nat the Queſtion. 
Did he upon that Reaſon make any Separation from the Publick Warſhip of, 
the Church that uſed them? Did he ſet up any ſeparate Party that ſhould .. 
renounce it? Or did he keep 74 ſtated Communion, or any Communion 
& all with any ſuch Party ? It ſhould make all Dividers conſider over 
ain, whar Spirit it is that makes them think themſelves too Wile or too. 
oly, to ſubmir to that Rule for Unity and Communion with the Eſta- 
bliſh'd Church, to which our Blefſed Saviour himſelf ſubmitted; which 
was, that ſo Page ria kept themſelyes from Idolatry, or falſe Doctrine in 
the Fundamentals; he did not ſeparate from them for their. other Errors, 
tho' he xebuk'd em far them. N N 

As for the Apoſtles ; how long they continued, after our Saviour's Aſcen- 
ſion, to hold Communion in the Temple with the Jews, is not certain, 
For rhe diſcovery of ir, I ſhall henceforward, as nigh as I can trace the - 
Times, note in the Margin the Year in which any Action of theirs which I. 
mall mention was done; i. . what Year it was after our Saviour's Aſcen- 


grey is plain, that they did for ſome time continue this Communion :. 
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beide the 


ſo now, if they were not 


the Week-da 
they called 


Lekkures. However ſome People dinike 


1 Aeſtes. 


S e that rhey did at tue lame time kebp * 
N ews de been beat EF 
mee e ürewile, at theſe dene ving Jew 
king of Bread and eng” 
no Separatiſts from the ein WA de in che Temple. For o tu, 
1. % 2, 46, And they (that is, Daene oftles, but all that bel 
4.) 3 d ly we with one Aceord in the Tem 72 — and brenne Brea 
toe Honſe, did eat their Meat with rp 4h aver with al the 
People, And the Lord added t the Chiirch daily ſuch = be ſaved, 80 
that here was nothing of that for which 2 * onal Communicants 
_= from this Rxample. For here was not an Bitabliſ'4 Church on ont 
e, and an Aſlembly of People that, reneure d her Communion on the 
other; that the Apoſtles ould join one day with the one, and another day 
Wich che other: but doth the Apoſtles, and all that they had Communion 
-with, were daily inthe Temple, and were in Favour with all che People, = 
If the Aſſemblies with which our Occaſional Conformifty do hold rhelt 


Seeta hen 


ſtated Communion 1 all made up of tuch Perſons ay reforted d a/, or eve 


urch ; their holding thoſe diſtin Andmblies, over a 
h Offices, would net be Schiſin ; nor would it be any 
otherwile unlawful, than as they might poſſibly be forbidden dy rhe Gover- 
nours of Church hee State, for fear of ſome Abuſes or Evil Doctrines that 
— 4 eerie propagared in them: "Tis the Oecafional Communion 
Wit Ie that is the Breach, They miſtake, if they think 
all Aﬀenblies which are kept by ſame particular Members of a Church a- 
mong themſelves, and are diſtinct from thoſe that are commanded and en- 
joined by Law, to be that which we think inconſiſtent. with the Publick and 
Stared Communion. The Jews did nor think fo then; nor ſhould we think 
mblies conſiſting totally, or in great part, of Se. 

paratiſts. 


There were in Q. Elixabyrb'sxime, a fort of voluttary Aſſemblies kept on 
ſome particular perſons, Miniſters and orhers , which 
ar; ; which Archbiſhop Grinda, and ſome other Rl 
ſhops did much 3 z but che Queen and ſome Biſhops diNik'd em. 
And there are ſome fuch now in a at of England, called Neck. day 
eſe, as ans thar ſome time 
or other the Seeds of Schiſon m may be fown in em Pond be, ey are at pre- 
ſent, no-body counts em Schiſmatical Aſſemblies, they are made 
up of Church-Members. Bur keeeping Communion with 0 oppoſſte 
munions at the fame time, muſt certainly be either Schifm, or at leaſt 
communicatin _ th Schibuarcks, which is plainly forbidden in che Scri- 
ture, + as well. 
1 As Ny thoſe diſtinct Aſſemblies held by the Apoſtles, wherein Chriſtian 
Worſhip was uſed, they were indeed after ſome time (vx. after that time 
ietitlean, Att a. 18.) Nrbidden by the Governonts of the Jews. They c- 
mund em mot to.,ſpeak at ul, nor teach in the Name of Feſin. Bur their 


em, even after l not ds 835 make a * one to re- 
| -_...... Hounce 


but ordinarily 4 


— — | 
Fuller; YT Te + Jonas, 17, 


A Findication of 'thb daft u. 


Communion, Join wich thoſe that ds'z and ance 1 
in 1 Practice, 

Faith, and a 
we will do 


f | 
c Chriſt, which 


Stephen to Death for his 


9 


capital City, 

wich Com- 
miſſion to bring all that they found of this way, whether Men or Women, 
bound unto Feryſalem:. „ Theſe Perfecutions were jain'd with horeid 3. 
Rajngs againſt Chriſt, and Blalphemies of his Name, his Doctrine, his 

ivinity, Se This is confeſsd by St. Paul, Mui was one of theſe Per- 
Nes 9 and one „ that join'd in compelling People to 
laſpheme Chriſt. 


This. obſtinate Unbelief, Qppoſition, and Blaſpherny uſed by thie fews, - 

notwithſtanding the many Miracles woought, and other n 

the mean time by the Apoſtles at Feruſa * 
- 2 5 


— 2 _c_ —————CO 
n M Ti 1. , 16. 9, 1% iu. 
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3 A Nude of the vdpeſites,"- 
break off the Communion, The Nene of > Wb" a white fas 
vour'd the A as was* ſhewed,did now bythe Inſtigation of the Ruler; 
look on em as Herericks, Abominable, Deſtroyersof the Law, nor fit to live; Oe. 
And the Apoſtles, who had had hopes, by their Converſation and Commu. 
nion with the Jews, to prevail on em to add to their Worſhip of God the 
Father (in which they join'd with em) a Belicf alſo in his Sen Feſw 3" ant 
did accordingly prevail with many Thouſands, or Myriads rather; did". 
now look on the reſt as ſo harden d, that they could no longer look on/emr 
wa — eee n nen enen 
What was the preciſe Time or Vear, when this Communion was broken 
at Feruſalem, is, I believe, not eaſie to find; unleſs the Hiſtory were more 
particular. There is no Account after Ac. 7. of any Freejor Publick Preach- 
ing, or joining in Prayers in the Temple, of any Apoſtle with the Unbe- 
lieving Jews at Feruſalem. Man: 2,04 4 = DAL 1 FLY ent 
Bur, what is to the preſent Purpoſe, there is no appearance thar the Apo- 
ſtles and other Jewiſh Believers, after the time that they left off a Srated 
Communion with the other Jews, and eſpecially after that they own'd and 
join'd in Communion with Gentile Uncircumcis'd Believers (whoſe Com- 
munion was abominated by the Unbelieving Jews) that they did ever after 
that, I ſay, hold any thing of that which theſe .Pamphleteers do call an Oc- 
caflonal Communion with the Unbelieving cos. 
It was a conſiderable time after our Saviour's Aſcenſion, before the Apo- 
ſtles and other Jewiſh Believers admitted of any Communion with Gentiles 
that were not circumcis d. Tho' our Saviour had given the Command of 
proſelyting the Nations, yet they, it ſeems, had not underſtood his Mean- 
ing. They thought ar firſt that a Gentile muſt firſt be Circumcis d, and be- 
come as a ag before he were capable of Chriſtian Baptiſm, -or the Privi- 
leges of Chriſtian Faith. This Error was not rooted out of their Minds rill 
the Viſion of St. Peter, in Act, 10. and the Encouragement given him by 
the Holy Spirit to Baptize Cornelius and his Company, though not Cireum#=" 
Ciſed, And when Peter himſelf was ſatisfied ; yet it was ſome time before 
the main Body of Jewiſh Believers at Feruſa/em were ſatisfied, , that to the 
Gentiles alſo, God had granted Repentance unto Life, This is reckon'd to be 
the Year 44 of Chriſt, 40. the ſeventh Year after his Aſcenſion; And tis 
reckon'd to be a Year * this, that they who had been ſcatter d abroad 
upon the Perſecution that roſe about Srephen, as far as Aut ioch and other Places, 
and had preached the Word to none „ but Fews only, did now begin to eek 
unte the Grecians, er the Lord Feſiis, Not to mention now theſe 
the Seft of the Phariſees which believed, my who a longtime after this, %% 
continued in the Opinion, chat it was | ro Cireumeiſe em, &. Nor 
the Ebionites, who ſtood our obſtinate in this to the laſt 3 and were, for that 
and ſome other worſe Opinions, declar'd to be Hereticks, | 
Now this I ſay ; That after this time, when the Chriſtian Jews enter- 
tain'd Communion with Gentile Uncircumcis'd Chriſtlans; there is no Ac» 
f | | count 
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n, nen + 487 21. 20. „ Aﬀts 11. 1-18. 1 Pearſon * 
nales Paulini, Anno 40. ,* 4711. 19. tht 48s 13. 3. 272, 1,5 
mer after the Aſcenſion, n 
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count of rhelr holding Communion with unbelieving Jews 4 that there 

ſhould be two oppoſite Partles (the unbelieving Jews, and the believing 
Gentiles) renouncing one another; and yer the Apoſtles holding Commu» 
nion with both of them, For by that Time (and I believe before that 
Time) that the . cloſed with the Gentile Uncircumcis'd Believers, 
they renounc'd all Communion, properly call'd, with the unbelieving 

ews. 3 
l Yer I am aware, when I write this, that St. Paul did, after this, uſe to 
go into the Synagogues of the Jews, which were in any City of the Gen- 
tiles where he came, and did ute to preach Chriſt to them, and to continue 
fo doing as long as they would hear him patiently, and give an unprejudic d 
Attention to his Proofs: Bur, Es - 

1. Theſe were ſuch as had nor yet had a ſufficient Tender of the Goſpel 
made to em; which the Jews of Feruſalem had, and had perſecuted and 
blaſphemed it: And when theſe did the like, Sr. Pauls Cuſtom was to re- 
=_ ryounce em, to ſhake off the Duſt of his Feet againſt them, and ro turn from 13 
em to the Gentiles. Thus he and Barnabas ſpeak to the Jews*of Antioch 

in Piidia, It was neceſſary that the Word of God ſhould firſt have been ſpoken 
,; but, ſince you put it from you,and judge your ſelves unworthy of everlaſt= 


J 


n Life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles, And accordingly they ſhook off the 
Duſt of their Feet againſt em + (as our Savior had directed in ſuch Caſes) 
a Token that they utterly renounc'd any more Communion with em. And 
St. Paul, at Corinth, “ after he had converted ſome of the Jews there, lays 20 
to the reſt that were hardned, Tour Blood be upon your own Heads, I am clean; 
== from henceforth I will go to the Gentiles, 5 . 

Any Jew of one of theſe Synagogues, who had died & little before St. 
Paul's Coming thither, and had never heard any Preaching of the Goſpel, 
might be ſuppos'd to have died in the Favour of God, and in Communion 
with all God's Children, if he were otherwiſe a good Man. And the ſame 
was the caſe of thoſe then alive, till they had, after their hearing the Go- 
el, ea i. And 3 ä 

2. St. Paul's going into a Synagogue and peach there, is nos a Proof 
of his N ommunion or Brotherhood with all that were there: It 
was only a Tender or Propoſal made to em, by accepting of which they 
might become Brethren and Communicants. Theſe Synagogues in the 
Heathen Cities did always conſiſt of a' mix'd Multitude of Jews, and of 
Heathens, who came to hear what was ſaid ; as appears by almoſt all the 
Inſtances where they are mentioned in the As, particularly Chap. 14. v. f. 13 
where at Tconium, Pau and Barnabas went both together into the Syuagogue 
the Jews, ' 1d ſo oe, that great Multitudes both of the Jews and alſo of the 
reeks believed, at Antioch, in Piſidia, Chap 13. v#r, 44. there having 
been a Noiſe of Paul's Preaching ſince the Satutday before, The next Sale 13 
bath-day eame almoit the whole City together to hear the Word of God : None 
will judge that there was a Communion of all theſe, | be, | 

I am aware alſo, That, long after this, St. Paul, when he came to Fer- 25 
falem, (and fo likewiſe the Chriſtians of the Jewiſh Nation that liv'd fat 
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ene of em. 


Communion with the unbelieving Jews that — thither, or did take 


them for Nh after they ha 
ſtian Faith, unleſs 
to the Temple, a much better indeed in the Will of him that was Lo 
Venn and e ilege of ſ God in the Temple, they claim'd 

t and Privilege of ſerving in ey claim d and us d as. 
long as they durſt ; 5. e. fy they were b Force ell by their Adverſa- 
ries, the unbelieving Jews; who Power, and who, when they 
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.of 


about to kill him, 
This Worſhip at the Temole wes indeed an owning of the God of the 


Temple: It was alſo an Acknowledgment that 4 were {till (4) zealous 
of the Law, did mean not to forſake (5) Moſes, but to circumciſe their 
Children, (6) and walk after the Cuſtoms. Bur there is in all this no Evi- 
dence that they owned the other Jews, who would not believe in Chriſt af- 
25 = le, 28 Profs, (for this was the 2.5th Year aſten Chriſt's Aſcenſion). 
r Brethren, 

# four Mn that bad 4 Vow on them, Paul took, and uri d * elf 

and ma at Charges with rhem, that they might their. 
Lan Ge. T his ſhews his Communion with them, and with Church 


of bel 
wich the u ing ſe 
There Was an Offering to hive bees wade for every. ons of them, But there 


= —— 2 N that join d with em in it. Nor is there 
. Paul, or any of the believing Parry, 


Wan wi with the others in 3 or eating together of any. 
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every 
Bur this is no hoof that he or they meant thereb e eee 


ew d ſuch Obſtinacy againſt the Chri- 
ey 3 repent. The Chriſtian Jews had as good a Right 


e 
chan thoſe of their Nation that continued in Unbelief. This 


found St. Paul there, and knew who he was, drew him out, (3), and went 


believing Fews at 2 (of which they were Members) but not. 


Chriſtians, is ht Commu- | 
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Paths, 
Aten dt Aa or Commrunion 
with the God of the Temple, and to be Parrakers of Bi; Altar. But it was 
not to own any Fellowſhip with the unbelieving Jews, ( who came to the 
lame Temple, but were diſobedient ro, and rejected by the God of the 
Temple) $ they had cat em in Society with them; which we do not 
read that they did. Nor do we read that wry join'd with them (ar any 
Time after their foremention d Obſtinacy and Blaſj y againſt the Chri- 
ſtian Faith) in any 1 Prayers at the Temple, or elſeuhere. What 
| Devotians of this Nature, relating to the Temple Service, the betieving 
; ws rfanm'd,they ſeem to have performed in Societies one with another, 
iſtinct from the reſt. Neither did St. Paul do what he did at this Time, in 
Compliance with, or at the Requeſt of rhe unbelieving Party, bur of James, 
(9) and the other Chriſtian Jews. Mes | | 
Two Things there were, which put a Bar to the Communion of rheſe 
two Parties que with another: One was the Faith of Chrift ; whom one 
Parry worſhipped, and the other blaſphamed : The other was, the recelv- ; 
ing of Gentiles believing (tho uncitcumcis'd) to Commumon: Which 
the Chriſtian Jews were now taught ro do, and had, before this Time, de- 
clared in a Council (1) held at Feruſalom, as their Tener. The other Jem: 
did ſo abhor an their Nation that ſhould hold this Tener, chat they 
counted him (2) nor fit to live, | 
Mr. Dodwel chinks, (3) That this their Tenet, and this Decree of rheir 
Council, was not known to the Sanbedrim, and Governeurs, and unbeliev- 
ing Dory, cl five Years after this Time of St. Paul's being impriſoned, viz. 3 
not till about 30 Years after the Aſcenſion. I can ſay nothing ro chat; but 
from the Time chat they embraced this Tenet, and this Communion with 7 
the Gentiles, I do nor ſee any Proof that they held any Communion with 
thoſe of their own Nation that renounced the Faith ; nor that after che 
Time that they renounced an entire Communion with them, they practiſed 
any ſuch thing as an Occaſiamal Communion now and then. 
ut beſides the Failure of any Proof that they did, chere is, I think, 2 
Proof that they did not: And particularly chat that Action of St. Paul's 
going inro che Temple, and doing what he did there, in the ſaid 25th 23 
Year, (which is the moſt pregnant ce brought by rhoſe ckat lay to che 
Apoſtles Charge - Communion with two oppeſite Communions 
at once) was not intended by him as any Communion with the unbelieving 


por he had long before this publickly declared his Senſe, chat the pre- 
ſent Regs of theſe Men was ſuch, as chat no Chriſtian could have Commu- 
In his firſt Epiſtle ro the Theſſalonians, written ſeven Years before this 18 
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1 Nee ile es. 
18. Time, he had ſaid, (4) For you, Brethren, are Followers of the Churches of 
| el which in fudæa 4 in Chriſt Feſus. For you alſo e like thi "lj 
e your own. Country-men, 4s they have of the Fews ; who bath killed the Lo 
leſus, and their own Prophets, and bave perſecuted us. And they pleaſe ne: 
Doch, and are contrary to al Men, forbidding us to ſpeak unto the Gentiles,” that 
they might be ſaved; to fill up their Sins always, For-the Wrath is come upon 
This was St. Paul's Account and Eſteem of the State of the Tews of Feru- 
falem. And ſuch a State is plainly inconſiſtent with Communion ; for that 
can be admitted with thoſe only who are (by their Profeſſion and Prin- 
ple at leaſt) in a way that may pleaſe God, and be accepted of him, and 


- 
4 


* 


that is not under his abſolute and uttermoſt Nratb. e 
And the Jews did not mend after this: They rather grew worſe. He 
peaks again of their Spiritual State, in an Epiſtle written 5 Years after the 
ormer, and bur 2 Years before this his heing at Feruſalem. He calls em 
(5) blinded, (6) fallen, (7) caſt away, (8) broken off from the. Olive Tree; 
and the Gentiles that believed, grafted in their ſtead. And that this Sen- 
rence they would continue under, if they did (9) abide ſtill in Unbelief: 
but that if they came to believe, God would raff em in again. And 
that in the mean time he had great Heavineſs, and continual Sorrow in hi Hears 
Sor . and could wiſh bimfelf (1) accurſed from Chriſt, or excommunica- 
red for em. | | | 


Temple after this, could not intend any Communion with theſe Unbe- 
hevers ; but only with thofe of that Nation that were Chriſtians there, 
29. It was alſo but a little after time, that he calls em, in a term of Abhor- 

© ence, tbe Conciſion, (2) and Dogs. And but a little later yet, that he 


(3) an Altar, whereef they have no Right to eat, which ferve the Tabernacle. 
Wat follows from all this, is, 1. That the Apoftles, ſo long as they 
judged Communion with the Jews that did not 15 believe, lawful; fo 
2 they held a ſtated Communion with em, and a conſtant one: Going 
daily to the Temple at the Hour of Prayer, &c. and being in Favour with 
all the People. 1 HE 228 | 5 5 5 
2. Thar all that while, they join'd in no other Communion which was op- 
polite to the Fews/þ Communion. = 5 „ 
3. That after the time when they join d in Communion with uncircum- 
cis d Gentilet, they totally forſook the Communion of unbelieving Jews, 
who were by this time lookt on as obſtinate and hardned. So Mr. Dodwel, 
ſpeaking frhis time, (4) determines ; St. Paul never ence communicated 
with en who could not join in Communion in holy Offices with un- 
, - F 
_ After all, this Queſtion [What Communion the Apoſtles kept with the 
unbelieving Fews, or how long they kept any 7 is not very material = 1 


43.4 1 
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* (4) Cb. 2. v. 14. (;) Rom. 11.7. (6) v. 12. (7) v. 15. (8) V. 177 
(8), v. 23. (1). Rem. 9. 1, 2. (a) Phil. 3. 3. G] Heb. 13. 10. (4) Ager, 
Octane Commonion, k. 6. 
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There is therefore nothing plainer, than that he, by all thar he did at che 5 J 


writes thus to the believing Fews concerning the unbelieving ones; We have 


| Laid at fitſt) in determining that other Point; what Communion Believers 
always had, and always are to have with one another. We cannot from a- 
ny Behaviour of theirs towards theſe Unbelie vero, draw a Rule for that Com- 


munion which we are to have with Believers. ns TORE 
. This was a Juncture of a particalar Nature; ſuch as never was before 
in the World, nor can ever come again, unleſs a new Goſpel were to be 
ſuperadded to that which we now have. The Faith of a Few, owning the 
Law and the general Doctrine of a Meſſiah to come, was once ſufficient 
(without his owning this or that particular Perſon as the Meſſiah ) to deno- 
minate him a Servant of God, one with whom no Servant of God ſhould _ 
refuſe Communion. God at this time did ſuperadd a new Article, of Faith 
in Jeſus as the Meſſiah. Any particular Few, who did not as yet know or 
believe this, did not ceaſe ro be God's Servant, and one of his peculium 
or Fold, till ſuch time as he hadhad a ſufficient Proof of this brought home 
to his Conſcience. This Convicton muſt needs happen to ſome Men ſooner, 
to others later. The Apoſtles gain d Men over to this Belief as faſt as they 
could. With all that came over, they entertain d an entire and conſtant 
Communion (5) in all Offices of Religion. L And this, by the way, is the @ 
true Pattern for all Believers to the End of the Worid. ] With the reſt, that 
would not yet ime over, they uſed great Patience, and entertain d with 7 
em ſuch a degree of Canverſation, and continued it ſo long, as ſuch a J un- 
cure W ; and as God ( under whoſe immediate Inſpiration they were) 
did direct em to. The Iſſue was; great Numbers came over: And the 
reſt were at laſt hardned. | * ä 
No any one ſees that tis, as I ſaid, the firſt of theſe. (v. the Commu- 
nion which the Apoſtles had with thoſe that did come over and believe) and 
not the ſecond (vi. the Communion which they and the believing Party 
kept up in the Interim with the others) that is to be the Standard of our 
Communion: Since we are all now come over to the Chriſtian Faith. 
And concerning the ſecond, all Diſcourſe as to this Point is impertinent and 
had been needleſs here, but that the Men who would fetch the Apoſtles into 
the Partnerſhip of their Miſmanagement, do bring it in, tocloud and puzzle- 
the Queſtion. | | GEE 
The Queſtion being, Whether a Chriſtian be bound to keeg Commu 
nion with the National Church of the Place where he lives; and that, not 
an Occaſional one only, bur conſtant ( and ſtated, as they call it) and the 
. Men chat refuſe Conſtant Communion, where they grant dine ſome- 
7 times to be lawful, pretending Apoſtolical Example for what they do. All 
4 that is neceſſary to clear the Apoſtles from ſo foul an Im dutation, or from 
of any Inno would, if 3 theſe Mens Practices, isthis; 
To ſnew, chat the _— into what Country ſoever, they came, did 
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FIRST 


FFF 


always keep a conſtant Communion in holy Offices, both with their Fellow- 
1 Apoſtles ( if they found any there) and with all the Chriftians of that Place,  * = 
4 Fewiſh or Gentile, and continued ſo to do ſo long as they ſtaid there. And 
ans that (for the times; when they were not perſonally preſent there, and for the 
4 Cale of ChriſtiansLving in diſtant Places or Counties) there were no Chri- 
f * «# i | — = frians 


| (5) 48s . 42, 8 . | 


 titude if them that ne) were. ef one Heart, and of ene Soul, &c. 
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' Mitts in all the World, with whom every Apoſtle did not declare fuck a U- 
"ity, as that he would have actually held perſonal conſtant Communion 
with em, in caſe he had been there 7 except ſuch Chriſtians only, as 


by falſe Doctrines, going to Idol Feafts, Schiſm from their Brethren, 


Wicked Lives, Oc. did put a Bar to any Communics at all to be held 
with em. . 3 1 e e e 


And to ſhew this is caſy : As indeed our whole Religion is ſo contriv'd by 
God Almighty, that all the fundamental Parts of it, whereof the mutual Com- 
munion of al} 

Communion of Saints) is one, ſhould be plain and eaſy to be prov'd or defended. 
Whatever Intricacies there be in determining the fort of Communion held 
with the Jew, they are but very weak Endeavours that have been made to 
miſrepreſent the Communion of the Apoſtles one with another, and with all 


But ſince, weak as they are, they find many People weak enough to be 


led away by em, it does much concern the Credit of Chriſtian Religion 


(in which Unity, eſpecially between the firſt Founders and Planters of it, 


is ſo principal an Ingredient) thar they 9 7 be proy'd to be falſe, And 
for the doing of this; ſince the Calumny upon the Ar oſtles of their refuſing 
Conſtant Communion with one another, or with one another's Churches, is, 
as I ſhewed before from the Confeſſion of rhe Author of it, abſolutely new; 
there is nothing elſe needful than to ſhew the Miſtake of thoſ Grounds and 


= Irtances by which they pretend to prove it. | 


PROP. II. That the Apoſtles bel not an Occafionat unh bat Conſtant 


HAT the SOS wake they ſtaid all together at Feruſalem, and had 
I. no other Converts but of the Jewiſh Nation, were in Conſtant Com- 
munion with one another, and with the whole Body of Believers ; is, I 
ſuppoſe, not denied by theſe their Adverſaries. When there were but 120 

riſtian-Men at Ferizſalem in all, tis ſaid, (6) Theſe all continued with one 
Accord in Prayers and Supphlications, &c. When 3000. more were added to 


em, tis ſaid, (7) They continued ſtedfaſtly (nor Occaſionally only, as Wa- 


verers) in the Apoſtles Doctrine and Fellowſhip (zayaig, Communion) and 
in breaking of Bread, and in Prayers. And they kept as yer Communion in 


Prayers with the other Jews. For Peter and Jobn at this time (8) went up 


together into the Temple at the Hour of Prayer, i. e. at the ſame time as the 
Jews did uſually reſort thither to Prayers. When 5000 more were come 
over to em (or fe ſo many as to make 5000 in all) tis ſaid, (9.) The M- 
Afterwards, tis ſaid, (1) The Number of Believers multiplied in Jeruſalem 
greatly ; and chat the Twelve were {till there, (2) and order d Deacons char 
ſhould ſerve in Sh OR for the Needs of. the, Heleniſt, or Grecian Jews 


Greek 


(EN AA f. 14, 15. ) 4, 1.41, 42. (8) 


. e 
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Chriſtians with one another (which we call in the Creed the 
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Greek, Cities, but their preſent Abode at Feruſalem) as well as of thoſe that 


had been born and bred in Fudea ; ſo that theyall made one Body, 


In the Perſecution about Stephen, all theſe new Converts fled, - Moſt of 3 


em went at firſt, no farther than the Country places of Fudea and Samaria 


(3) ; but ſome of em travel d afterward as far as Phænice, Cyprus, and An- 
tloch, preaching the Word to none but unto the Jews only (4) ; but the. 
Apoſtles ſtaid all this while at Feruſalem, (5), 11234 Er 

' Here, after ſome time, a new Occurrence happen d. Philip in the Di- 
ſperſion, or after it, had gone to Samaria, and preach'd Chriſt there. 

heſe were Jews by Nation, and circumciſed and worſhip'd the true God, 
and believed in a Meſſiah to come. But they were Schiſmaticks from the 
Eſtabliſh'd Service at Feryſalem, and differ'd ſo much in ſome Points of Re- 
ligion, that our Saviour had told em, They worſhip'd they knew not what : 


and the Jews had no Converſation with em. But now many of theſe Peo- 


le turn'd Chriſtians, "as 

The Apoſtles (who were till at Feryſalem (6) ) ſent of their Number, 
Peter and John to confirm em: This therefore was done unanimoully ; They 
received this People to Communion: Tis probable: that the enjoin'd em 
ro break off their Schiſm with the Feruſalem Jews : or, whether the A 
{tles themſelves had by this time broke off their Communion with the Un. 
believing Jews, is not certain. 1 

Within 3 or 4 Years after this, the Heat of the Perſecution ceaſed. (7) 
And St. Paul came to Feriſalem, where he ſaw Peter, and Famer the Lord's 
Brother (Barnabas bringing and recommending him to em (8) ) and he 
was with them coming in and going out, but ſaw none other of (9) the 
ſtles. And before he had been there 15 days, ſome Grecians (i. e. not Hea- 
thens, but Heleni#Jews z for ſo the Word is here to be underſtood) againſt 
whom he had maintained a Diſpute for the Truth of Chriſtianity, ſeeking | 
his Life; Chriſt warned him by a Viſion (1) while he was at Prayers in the 
Temple, to make haſte out of Feryſalem, And the Brethren conducted 
him down to Cæſarea, and ſent him forth to Tatſis, his Native City; where- 
abouts he ſtaid, preaching about Cilicia and Syria for ſome Years, (2) being 
unknown by Face to the Churches of Judæa (ex N that at n foes it- 
ſelf) for a good while after this. But whether preaching to Gentiles, or to 
Jews only, is not certain. | „ | & 2978 

In the mean time, about 7 Years after Chriſt's Aſcenſion, Peter had a Vi- 
ſion, encouraging him firſt, ro Bapriſe, and then to hold Communion with 
Cornelius and his Company, that were Gentiles and Uncircumcis d. It w 
with ſome difficulty that he was ſatisſied of the Lawfulneſs of this, and of any 
uncircumcis d Gentile's being accepted of (3) God. And when the Gifts of 
the Holy Spirit (a certain Sign and Earneſt of God's Favour) appeared upon 
them; they which were with him were aſtoniſh'd to ſee, that on the Gen- 
tiles alſo this Gift was poured. (4) 4 f | 5 

Ga | R 5 2 The 


(3) Ad, 8. bs (4) Aﬀs 1 1. 19. (5) Ads 8. 1. (6) 48, 8. 14. (7) Ad. 
931 (8) v. 27. (9) Gal. 1. 19. (1) Ads 22. 17, 18, (2) Gal. 1. 27, 
22. (3) AFs 10, 34, 35, (4) v. 43 oh. 


. 


A Vindication: of the Apoſtles. 

The Apoſtles and Brethren that were in Juda heard of this. And when 
Peter was come to Fery/alem, there was indeed a Debate and Contention, 
(5) but not between the Apoſtles ; nor was it any thing like breaking off - 
apart: ry either totally, or in any Degree at all. Thoſe that were of 
the Circumciſion, contended with Peter for doing what he had done. But he 
N rehearſing the whole Paſſage to em, and the Convictions he had had, and 

making it appear that he could not have done otherwiſe than he did, unlets.. 
he would have (6) withitoed God; they held their Peace (i. e. were ſatisfied) 
and glorified God, ſaving ; Then has Ged alſo to the Gentiles granted Repentance 
unto Life, The Title that is here given to thoſe that contended, that they 
were zaum, of the Circumciſicn, does not denote only, that they were 
circumcis'd, for ſo they were all: But they were ſome that were ſo earneſt 
for Circumciſion, that they would nor, till after ſuch Conviction, allow of 
any Gentile to be admitted ro Communion wirhour it. . 
Thus it pleaſed God fo to order it, that as ſoon as there were any Gentiles. 
that did believe in Chriſt, there ſnould be a Declaration of his Will, that 
they ſnould be received as Brethren (that there might never be any time in 
which there ſhould be any true Chriſtians that ſhould by his er diſ- 
own one another) and that the Diſtance that had been kept between a Jew 
and Gentile before, ſhould nor be kept under the Chriſtian Law. 55 
8 The Dcor of Faith being thus open'd to the Gentiles, ſome other Jewiſh 
Believers (who in their Travels had hitherto Lader only to Jews) com- 
ing now to Antioch, preach d Chriſtianity to the Greci ans, i. e. Gentiles that 
were there: (7) And great Numbers of em believed. OS. re 
This being heard of at Feruſalem, the Church there were ſo far from diſ- 
10 liking it, that they ſent (8) Barnabas to em; who, glad to ſee ſo many 
Gentle Converts, exhorted em to ſtedfaſtneſs, and (for Help in ſo great a 
Harveſt) ferch'd Paul (who for about four Years fince he left Feruſalem, 
had been preaching in Syria and Cilicia) from Tarſus (9) ro Antioch : where 
11 he, with Barnabas and others, continued a whole Year, converting the 
Gentiles thereto the Faith. And all this was done with the Conſent and 
Approbation of the Apoſtles and Church at Fer»ſalem. 1 | 
hether St. Paul had before this, preach'd or communicated with Gen- | 
tiles, or with Jews only, who were numerous in Hria and Cilicia, where "A 
he had travell'd for the ſaid fcur Years, is not certain, as I ſaid. Our Sa- 
viour had foretold to him at the foreſaid Viſion at Ferr/a/em, that he would 
ſend him far thence unto the Gentiles, But whether that Miſſion be to be 
underſtood as perform'd then preſently, or by the Paſſage that I am now go- 
ing to relate, is not plain ; ſave by this, that for thoſe four Years he ſeems 
not to have been at any time very far from Fudea. | it | 

12 Paul and Barnaba having made a Step from Antioch, to carry Alms to Ferw- 

ſalem (where there was at this time both a Famine (1) and a Perſecution, 
wherein one Apoſtle was killed, another impriſon'd, and the reſt probably 
diſpers'd (except James the Lotd's Brother) the 12 Years being now ex- 
pired) and being return d to Antioch : The Holy Spirit gave a e 
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4 Vindication of the Apel. 21. 
(2) for em to be ſeparated to the Merk wbereunto he had called em, viz: to 
be ſent out abroad into the Gentile World. And Fohn (alias Mark) whom 
they had lately brought with 'em from Feruſalem, went along with em. 

From this time forward St. Paul's Cuſtom in the Cities of all the Nations in 
Aſia and Europe that he came to, in the 13 Years that followed from hence 
to his Impriſonment at Jeriſalem, was, to preach (3) firſt to the Jews' (if 
there were any) and chen ta the Gentiles of the place; and to communicate 25 
with ſuch af both of em as he could bring over to Chriſtianity, and to direct 
em to communicate with one another: of which there is abundant Evidence, 
both in the Hiſtory of his Life for the ſaid 13 Years, from A8, 13. to the 
7 ; and alſo in his Epiſtles, which were moſt of em written in that ſpace - 
of time. | 5s | 

The Pamphlers that I ſpoke of, do not offer to deny, bur that he commu- 

nicated with both Jewiſh and Gentile Chriſtians. What they pretend, is, 

that he did not communicate with both conſtantly (orftedfaſtly, as they call it) 
but that the Jewiſh Believers were of one Church or Communion, and the 
Gentile Believers of another; and that theſe did not (ordinarily at leaſt) 
communicate with one another; and that St. Paul held his Stated Commu- 
nion with Gentile Chriſtians, and communicated with the other only now 
and then (much at the rate as our Occaſional Communicants do with the 

Church of England) to ſhow that he could juſt make a ſhift ro bring his 
Mind to a compliance to do it; but that he did not count the conſtant (4) uſe 
of it lawful. | | : | 

And, what is worſt of all, and extreamly ſcandalous to the Chriſtian Re- -. 

_ ligion make the Apoſtles themſelves to be the Authors of this Diſtance, 

. which they imagine to have been kept between theſe two Parties; and they 
repreſent St. Peter (5) on the other ſide, as averſe to any. Communion with 
Gentile Believers, as St. Paul was to any with the Jewiſh, and as one that 
could not hold a Stated Communion with em. But yet that he did ſome- 
times prevail upon himſelf to join with em in Prayers or Sacraments; bur 
they fancy it to have been done with as much ſqueamiſnneſs, as that with. 
which an Occaſional Communicant receives the Sacrament, when he. cannot 

otherwiſe be made a ſuſtice. | | | . 
The direct Conſequence of this is, that if- St. Paul and St. Peter met to- 
gether at any time in one City (as they did ſeveral times) they could not go. 
to Prayers, or receive the Holy Communion together; or at leaſt, but very 
awkardly ; and that they could not join in any conſtant Communion. ; 

What they do with the other Apoſtles, or which fide they make em to have 
taken, I know not. St. James, our Lord's Brother, muſt, I ſuppoſe (as be- 

ing Biſhop of Feruſalem, which Hegeſippus (6) and Clemens Alexandrinus. ſay,;12 : 

= he was, and living and dying there) be thought by them to have been of the 
' Jewsſide, The reſt went abroad among the Nations; and ſome of em to- 
Nations ſo remote (if Tradition be — that they muſt keep conſtant Com- 


munion with Gentile-Men, or elſe have no conſtant or ſtated Communion at 
ö all. 2 | They. 


0 Act. 13. 2, 3, 4. (3) 4057 20, 21. Rom. 1. 1 (4) Intereft of Eng- 
land, p.58, (5) Ibid, p. 30, &c, (6) Hegeſipp. Comment, |. 3. Clem. Alex. 
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They tepreſent all this alſo as done by the Apoſtles by Principle. They 
do not ſpeak of it as a ing happening to — poſtle at Tate Tie by 
Paſſion, Fear, Anger, Dilgult, or other Occaſional Accident; But that 
they were conſtant in this unconſtant Way of Communion. So that if any 
of thele Pamphleteers did ſer his Name to hs Book, that one might ask 
them whether they thought that the ſame Holy Spirit, that directed all the 

Apoſtles, did give theſe contrary aud jarring Directions to the ſeyeral ones; 
I. cannot imagine how they would anſwer. For we muſt believe that all 
the Apoſtles were moved, guided, and inſpir'd by God in what they wrote,” 
laid, and did, in reference to the ſettling and conſtituting of Churches and 
the Communign thereof; or elſe we were as good believe nothing at all, 
The one Spouſe or Church of Chriſt is built upon twelve Foundations, (7) 
which are rhe twelve Apoſtles of the Lamb. But at this Rate it muſt be a 
very unharmonious Building; and not one, but two Churches, with a great 
Chaſm between them, and that even in the Foundation. 
This Scheme gives us a hideous View of Chriſtianity. The Authors of 
it may perhaps like it; for Negroes love to paint their God black: But if 
the Scriptures gave the ſame Account, it would be a great Objection in the 
Minds of all that ate apprehenſive how neceſſary an entire Unity is in an 
— ß ò—ͤÆQAXQAU—U— , „„ 

But, thanks be to God, the whole Scheme is a falſe Repreſentation ; there 

was no ſuch Difference in the Communion of the Jewiſh and Gentile Be- 
lievers: Much leſs did the Apoſtles direct, encourage, or abet any. They, 

on the contrary, exhorted both. to an entire Unity in Faith, in Prayers, in 

| Sacraments ; and not an Occaſional one only. And N all Chri- 


ſtians, of all Nations, that would follow the Apoſtles Directions, made 

one Body; and did, by Letters, n Ge. all acknowledge a mutual J 
Communion with one another; which they never refuſed to put in Practice : 
by joyning in Prayers, Ge, (and that, conſtantly, ſtatedly, or ordinarily ) " 
when Providence permitted them to be bodily preſent at the ſame City, 4 
Place, Ge, provided they were ſuch as underſtood one another's Language. f 
And to make this the more practicable between Men of ſeveral Languages, of 
many of them had the Gift of divers Lare Much leſs did the 8 


P of e, dwelling in the ſame City, refuſe a ſtated Communion With one a- 
The contrary to this is not pretended in any other Inſtance, but only the 
foreſaid one of believing Jews and believing Gentiles, Theſe our Adverſa- 
ries would repreſent as making two Churches, refuſing conſtant Commu- 
nion with one another; and ſome Apoſtles (ſiding with one, and ſome with 


the other, 
Now to this to be falſe, there is no need of malig a com * or 
, foro 4 


uſing many Words in the way of proving it, when there are direc 
fite, and deciſive Proofs in ſeveral plain places of Scripture, $ 
r Saviour ſpeaking of ſome Sheep that he had already of his own Na- 


tion, for whom he meant to lay down his Life, adds theſe (8) Words, — 
others 


(D (8) Foby 10, 16, 


Bare N an this Subjeck; that one that ears all things, and regards nor 


other Sheep I have, which are not of. thi Fold z them alf6'F minſt bring: and 
they ſhall be One Fold, and one Shepherd, © | ob IS 
This is a plain Proof, that our Saviour's Aim and Intention was to bring 
all Believers, Jewiſh or Gentile, into one Fold; i. e. one Church and one 
Communion : And conſequently, that either the Apoſtles aim'd ar the 
(ame, ar elſe that they acted contrary to their Maſter's Direction, #1 
Caiaphas had ſpoken a grear Truth before he was aware, Thar Jeſus was 
to dye for the Nation of the Jews: To which St, Jen (59) adds, And not 
for that Nation only, but that alſo he might gather together in one the Children 
of God that were ſcattered abroad. . 1 | 
If Chriſt's. Death were to gather together in one the Gentiles with the Jews, 
who are theſe Men, that they ſhould make the Apoſtles to have gone about 
to overthrow this Deſign of his Dying, by keeping them at a Diſtance in their 


Communion ? . | 

They make St. Paul to have been one, and the chief, that promoted this 
Diſtance. There is hardly any one of his Epiſtles, in which he does nor. 
vindicate himſelf from this Slander. There were ſeveral Jewiſh Believers, 
and ſeveral Gentile Believers at Rome. He, in his Letter directed to them 24. 
all, L To (1) all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be Saints, ] per- 

ſuades them all to a perfect Union, Brotherhood, and Communion, There 
are very few Interpreters of this Epiſtie, bur what have obſerved from the 
Tenour of it this Aim of the Apoſtle : For he ſeveral Times (2) therein 
aſſerts this as a Doctrine, That there is no D ference l erween the ]cw and the + 
Greek. Ty | | | 4” 

To thoſe of the Jewiſh Chriſtians who might be averſe to this Union 
with the Gentile ones, as not being cireumcis'd, not of the Seed of 
Abraham, not obſerving Days, Meats, Se. he ſpeaks thus, (3) He 
is not a Jew, who is one outwardly; neither n that Circumciſion which ts 
outward in the Fleſh, But he is a Few, which is one inwardly; and Circumei- 

fion is that of the Heart, Ge. Is God the God of the Jews (4) only > It he nov 
alſo of the Gentilet? That Abraham (5) is the Father of a them that believe. 

o' they be not circumcisde———— it is written, I have made thee a Father 
of many Nations, | 1 

To the Gentile Chriſtians, who might be apt to deſpiſe the ſews as a Na- 
tion now rejected of God, and the Believers of that Nation as weak, for 
their obſerving of Days, Cc. he (6) lays, If the Ro L Abraham J be holy, 


fo are the Branches: And if ſome of the Brancher Luiz. rhe unbelleving Part 


of the Jews ] were brokgn offi aud thou [a Gentile Chriſtian] being x wild” 
Olive tres, wes d in among them, aud with them pariakert ofthe Root 
and Fatneſ: of the Olive-tree ; boaſt not agninit rhe Branches, He. Their being 
graffed in among them, and param ith them, [. Zufhawveyst, communicating- 
with them ] is plainly here deſcribed by St. Paul, 
And the whale 14th Chapter, and Part of the r 


to ver, 7. is (petit 


ys Cvix. a Gentile Believer] and another ther regards Days, and ears 
F not 
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Th not of ſome Meats, ¶ vix, a en thould not judge or deſpiſe 
| one another, ver. 1 o, ut ſhould ive to edity one another , ver. 19, ſhou.d | 
take one another for Brethren, ver. 21, ſhould be- unanimous in God's Ser- 
vice, notwithſtanding different Opinions about Mears, Sc. Chap. F;, ver. 5, 6. 
and (a Word that is full to the purpoſe) ſhould receive one another, ver. 7, 
Moreover, he acquaints them at ver. 25, that he was then going from Greece 
to carry Alms from the Gentile Believers there, to the Jewiſh Believers at 
- Feruſalem: [ This, by the Way, is what he did often; which ſhews his 
Communion with both of them, and theirs with one another. J And he 
ſays on that Occaſion, if the Gentile Believers have been made Partakers of 
© their ſpiritual Things, (ts vun -aurgy £x01rernozy, have communica- 
0 in their ſpiritual Things). their. Duty x. to miniſter to them in catnal 
2 the next Chapter, ver. 16, he bids them ſalute” ene anor bi with a holy 
L 6r chaſt ] X; which we know was always us d to be done at their 
meeting together at Prayers and publick Service. And among the reſt that 
are ſo to be ſaluted, he reckons (7) Andronicus and Funia, who were both 
_ - akin to kim, and had been both in Chriſt before him, (and conſe- 
* quently muſt be of the Jewiſh Nation; for there was never a Gentile in 
- Chriſt before him, nor akin to him; ) ſo that it is plain, theſe were Mem- 
bers of their Congregation ; and the ſame Perſons were, as he there ſays, 
of Note among the other Apeſtles. He bids them alſo, ver. 19, mark theſe 
that caus'd any Diviſions, and avoid em. | 
23 His two Letters to the Corinthians are directed, To all the Saints [ 5. e. 
Chriſtians ] in Corinth, and al Achaia (8); al that call on the Name of Jeſus 
' Chri#t our Lord (9). This ſure includes Jewiſh and Gentile Chriſtians. He 
ſpeaks to them all, as ordinarily coming (1) tagether in the Church. And a- 
gain, If the whole (2) Church come together in one Place, and there, Ge. He 
lays moreover, By (3) one Spirit we are all N into one Body, whether we 
be Jews or Gentiles, Ind have been all made to drink into one Spirit, 
that (4 there ſhould be no Schiſm in the Body. This ſhews that Jews andGentiles 
joined in Sacraments as well as Prayers. 19% 
Bur yer ſo much is true, Thar the Enemy of Mankind, the Author of 
Diſ had in this Church ſowed ſome Seeds; which, if they had had 
ſome ſuch Husbandmen as we in our Nation now have, to cultivate them, 
would have grown up to Perfection, and would have had the Effect to bring 
the Parties to a State of only Occaſional Communion, or in time to no Com- 
muniomat all. Since the Time that St. Paul had planted a Church at Corinth 
18 (which was five Years before this time) St. Ferer had been there, and ſo had 
Apollo, an eloquent Preacher, And after they were gone, ſome factious Spi- 
rits among the Corinthians, had done what our Occaſional Communicants, 
or total Schiſmaricks, would have Men do in ſuch a Caſe: They had ta- 
ken Sides; one Side was for Paul, che Doctor of the Gentiles ; rhe other 
for Peter, to whom the Goſpel of rhe (3) Circumciſion was chiefly commit- 
ted: There were alſo ſome that cried up Apis; which Side Wer 
| Giem- 


(7) ver. 7. (8) 2 Cor, T. (5) C. 1. 2, (1) 1 Cor. 11. 18. (3) 1 c 


44 23. (/ 1 Cor: 12, 13» (4) Vir. 23. (5) Gab. 2. 7. 
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him i bs of ; I know noty"\gtobably of St, Peter's ; for he was & 


quite ſo far as our Oeraſtonal Com- 
municants do. They had not fer up two ſtated for they a2 
yet came together in the Church, one Place, to eat the Lord's Sup- 
per: But they managed ir fo, as that it was nor in a Chriſtian Senſe to eat 
the Lord's (7) Supper ; for they would not ſtay for one another, &c. ſo that 
they were in a fair Way of coming to two ſtated Communions. . 


Nou here comes the Trial, whether St. Paul were ſuch a fort of Man, 


and did act ſuch a part as our wretched Pamphlereers aſcribe to him. Did 
heencourageany one fide of rheſe Sticklers ? Did he adviſe thole that were 


for him, to keep their Diſtance, and not join with the Peter-men, at leaſt 


not in any Conſtant Communion? Does he not on the contrary chide em, 


and tell em (8) they were carnal in their thus taking Sides? Does he 


not particularly rebuke rhoſe that were puffed (9) up for him himſelf againſt 
St. Peter and Apollos ? Was Paul, ſays he, (1) crucified for you ? Or were 


you baptized in the Name of Paul? I thank God that I baptized none of you, &c. 
And (what is deciſive in this Matter) whereas he had planted em as a 


Garden, and the reft had water d em; does he not fay thus (2) to em; 
he that planes [| i. e. I that planted ] and he that waters, are one: Or, at 


is as much as to ſay ; you ſbul nat lay your Divifions at our Door, Neither 
I nor they d approve of any ſuch thing. We are in an entire Communion one with 
another. If you will keep up thoſe unchriſtian Diſtances and Contentions ; find 
the Grounds of 'em _ your ſelves, Who ñ Paul, or who 3s Apollos, but 
Miniſters by whom you believed ? whether Paul, or Cephas, &c. All are yours, 
and you are Chrift's, &c. I beſeech you by the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
that there be no Diviſions among you : Bur that you be (3) perfectly join:d 


together, &c. | 
Is nor this Rebuke of the Apoſtle directly applicable to that Man, who 


now lately with his new Thoughts has gone abour to juſtifie Diviſions among 


Chriftians (or their Refuſal of Conſtant Communion, or, perfectly joining to- 


hemſelves, and particularly of theſe two, St. Peter and St Paul? Will 
they give him thanks at the laſt Day? and will they commend thoſe that 
have followed him in this Slander? 


If it be ſaid in anſwer ; that theſe Corintbian Believers were all Gentiles, 
and no Jews among em, and that all this does not prove bur that Paul and 
Peter might be for keeping a Diſtance between Few and Gentile Believers. 


The contrary is manifeſt trom the Hiſtory of the planting this Church of 
Corinth in Acts 18, For it was planted by Paul's perſuading the Fews and 
the Greeks. v. 4. And ſeveral Jewiſh Believers are there particularly named. 
Aquila and Priſcila, v. 2. Criſpus and all his Houſe, v. 8. And beſides, they 
were ſending at this time a Contribution of Alms to the Church of believing 


Few, at Fernſalem : (4) And St. —_ (to excite their Charity) tells . 
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(6) Afts 18. 34. (7) 1 Cor. 11 21, 22, Oc. \8)1 Cor. 3. 4. (o) 1 Cr. 4. 6; 


1) 1 Cor. 1. 13. 14. (2) 1 Cor. 3. 8, 9. (3) 4 Cor. 1. 10. (4) 1 Cor. 16. 1, 3, 2 


an entire Uniry one with another: Mi are Labourers together with God? It 


ether, as St. Paul expreſſes it) by the Example or Doctrine of the Apoſtles 
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135 H [the Chriſtians of Jeraſalem J. de thank God for you 7 And do (5) long 
| after you for the exceeding Grace of God in you. Tis the ſame Word, 


: ur unde, which he uſes concerning himſelf to the Chriſtians at 


| Rome. zm idly ous Þ I long (6) to fee you, &c. Theſe Chri- 
ſtans of diſtant COLES and different 8 


5 ations, that did thus long for one 
another's Preſence and Fog if Pravidence would have permitted, what 
would they have done if they had been preſent 2 Would Aer 

—_ * turn d their Backs to one another, and refuſed ta go to Prayers ta- 
gether | 


The Church of Antioch, and the Churches of Galatia, were both of em 
troubled with a ſort of factious Teachers, that would have made a Breach: 


„Some Jewiſh Chriſtians, who, contrary to the Direction of all the Apoſtles, 


„ 
22 
7 


inſiſted on this Condition of Communion ; that Gentile Believers ſhould 


be circumcis d, or elſe they would not entertain Communion with em. 
This hapned at Antioch in the 15th Year after the Aſcenſion, in Galatis 


not till the 23d. In the Diſpute at Antioch St. Paul was preſent, . and with- 


ſtood by his Authority theſe Innovators, who would have vacated the Re- 
ſolurion of the Apoſtles (of receiving uncircumcis'd Gentiles ro Commu- 
nion) taken 8 Years before upon St. Peter's () Viſion. . Theſe Men not 
yielding to St, Paul's Authority, there was ( in order to an effectual Ropping 
of their Mouths ] a Meſſage order to the Church of Feruſalem, to bring 
their Determination of this Queſtion. Paul and Barnabas and ſeveralothers 
went with this Meſſage, Who of the Apoſtles were then at Feruſalem, we 


know not: Save that an the Lord's Brother was there (as he ſeems to 
have been all his Life long) and Peter and John were either there then 
Reſident, or elſe had come thither on account of this Meeting. There ſeems 


alſo to have been more of em preſent, becauſe St. Paul (who had not be- 


fore ſeen any of em but Peter and James) ſays, theſe (8) three ſeemed to be 


Pillar 4. N 

There were preſent alſo, beſides the Apoſtles, the Elders (9) and the whole 
Church of that City and js nerd op any The Meſſage being rehears'd, 
there was much Diſpute (our 2855 ſays). or rather, conferring of Matters, 
gruen. But for Difference of Opinion (whatever was berween private 
Men, ſome (1) Phariſees that had come over to e there 
was none between the Apoſtles, This was the time for St. Peter to have 
ſhewn that Temper which theſe new Autors impure to him (if that Im- 
putation had been true) of ſtanding up for the Impoſition of Fewiſþ. Cere- 
monies on all. But he ſhewed the direct contrary, He is the firſt recorded 
that in the Council ſpoke againſt it. He puts em in Mind, that 4 good 
while, ago God made Choice of him to preach to the. Gentiles : And God, lays 
he, put no difference between us aud them. He concludes that it would be a, 


tempting of God to impoſe Circumcifion on the Gentiles, This was exactly, 
what St. Paul would be | 


ve ſaid, and probably did ſay, in the Council. 
Moreover in the Synodical Letter they do all declare (2) that the 


Men who had gone from Jeruſalem to Antioch, preaching the Neceſſity of 
Circumciſion, and of keeping Moſes's Law, to the Gentiles, had had no Com- 
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A Vindication of the Apoſtles. — 27 
niſſn from them: But chat they lookt on em as Troublers and Subyerters + 
e that for themſelves they inſiſted on ao ſuch thing. 
Now does that Man ſeem to have read the Bible, who ſpeaking of the 
Gentile Churches, ſays, (3) they were for - ſome time held Schiſmatical, be- 
cauſe they would not ſuffer the Ceremonies of the Jewiſh Church to be impoſe d 
on em, tho'-mightily urg d to receive em by the Governours of the Reformed 
ib Church. L Meaning by the reformed Fewiſh Church, the Chriſtian 
' Church at Feruſalem ] Let him name that time, and thoſe Governours. 
Or that other Man, who lays, {4) that all the believing Jews equally preſs'd- 
the Obligation of the Law of Moles, with the Entertainment of the Goſpel Do- 
Arine upon thoſe who by St. Paul's Miniftry among the Gentiles were turn'd to 
Cod. for which he ſhameleſly quotes this 15th Chapter of the 48s. 
Beſides theſe Synodical Acts, St. Luke mentions that Paul and Barnabas, 
as ſoon as they came to Feryſalem, and before the Council began, were re- 
ceived of the Church and the Apoſtles and Elders. v. 4. And St. Paul himſelf 
ſays of this Meeting, that James, Peter, and John, gave to him and Barna- 
bas the right Hand of Fellowſhip, Gal. 2. 9. The Word is, wwywria, 
of Communion. - And Ten Years after this, when Paul came again to Fe- 
ruſalem ; St. Luke (who was chen one of his Company) ſays, Acts 21. 17. 
The Brethren received us gladly, And that St. James, and the Elders hear- 
ing from St. Paul, the great Succeſs he had among the Gentiles, "ge 
God, Receiving is a Word, which when us'd in Scripturein ſuch a Way as 
tis here, does emphatically ſignifie receiving to Communion, And there were 
in Paul's Company, at both theſe times of his coming to Feryſalem, ſeveral 
Gentile)Men;for Titus is particularly mention'd in the firſt, Gal. 2. 1. And at the 
ſecond there were probably all thoſe mention d, Act, 20. 4. but certainly ſome 
of em; for Trophimus is mention'd, beſides St. Luke himſelf, Act, 21. 18, 
29. Both Paul and they were receiv d, and that not ſqueamiſhly, bur gladly. 
St. Chryſoſtom commenting on thoſe Words of St. Paul. Gal. 2. 6. They in 
Conference added nothing to me; paraphraſes em thus; they oppoſed me not in | 
any thing, but conſpired and agreed with me, They did not teach me, or ſet + 
me right, or add any thing more than I knew before, Being told what I had 
done, they added not, nor amended any thing. I had Titus, an uncircumciſed Bro- 
_ along with me, They neither direfted me in any thing ; nor circumciſed 
im, 
Do not theſe Paſſages look as if they were ſet down on Purpoſe to confute 
our modern Slanderers, who ſpeak as if the Jeruſalem Chriſtians with St. 
Peter at the Head of em, did look on the Gentile Chriſtians with St. Paul 
at the Head of em, as Schiſmatical, with whom it was not lawful to have any 
_— Communzon. And again, Without the pale of the Church, Infidels 
and Sinners of the Gentiles, with whom it was not lawful ſo much as to eat. 
Theſe are the Words of one of em. (5) h 
St. Paul took Copies of the foreſaid Synodical Decree, and deliver'd em | 
not only to thoſe of Antioch, who had particularly deſir d em; bur alſo tra- 15 
velling afterward to other Churches of (6) Syria, Cilicia, Phrygia and Gala- 17 
| „ * ; i | +Þ ia, 
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F (3) Right of Proveftant Diſſenters, part f. p. 15. (a) Intereft of England, 
. 46-(5) Intereſt of Engiend. p. 44-49. 
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makes the Privilege of the Gentiles conſiſt in this, that (1) be Blog? 
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zin lie deliver. them che [amv Hurwuriſer fo hyep 3 and; ſo wen bo Chunhes: 


Impudence of 
that that ſays (7) He vent ſowing Difſenſion over all Aſia and Greece. 
3 He brought a great Difſenfien into the reformed Part of the 
About eight Years after this Council at Jeriſalem, (St. Paul having been 
moſt part of the Time abſent from Aſia, and preaching in Europe) fome ef 
the foreſaid factious Teachers coming to G , renewed the Diſpute a- 
bout cireumcifing Gentiles, and fri 
Circumciſion. *Tis range they could do this; when St. Paul, who had 
planred that Church, bad not only by his Authority fatisfied them that there 
was no need of it, but had alfo brought the ſame thing decreed and atteſted 
under the Hands of the other Apoſtles and whale Church of Feruſalem. But 
it pleaſcd God to ſuffer that the Apoſtles themſelves, as well as their Suc- 
ceſſors to the End of the World, ſhould be moleſted with a Sort of reſtleſs, 
turbulent, factious Spirits, who muſt be teaching of ſome new thing, and 
whom nothing will convince, appcaſe, or ſatisfy. 3 


 eftabliſh'd in the Faith, & c.. This makes one amazed at the 


Sk. Baul. wrote to the Galatians on this Subject; and in this Epiſtle, if ann 


where, one ſhould look for his Advice to them, to avoid the Communion of 
all Jewiſh Believers that obſerved the Law and. Circumciſion ; becauſe he 
was at this Time the moſt highly provoked by ſome ill Men of that Nation, 
who not content with their own Circumerfion, would impoſe it on the Gen- 
tiles, and had very much troubled his Flock. But he fays nothing in all the 
Epiſtle, againſt thoſe of the Jewiſh Nation who practiſed Circumciſion them 
ſelves, but confines his Anger to thoſe who would impoſe it on athers ; 
Which none of the Apoſtles, nor any that would be. guided by them, did. 
Theſe Men indeed he wiſhes were cut off; and ſays, they ſball bear their 
8 a Sentence to be minded by all Dividers : But for other Fewiſh 

riftians, he ſays, that (8) in the Chriftian Religion there j neither Few 
nor Greek; L i. e. there is no Difference between them ] for you are all one in 


Cbriſt Jeſis; and (9) that in Chrift Jeſus neither Cirumc:fion availeth any 


thing, nor Uncireumciſion, hut a new Creature: And a many as walk accord- 
ing to thi Rule; [ whether Jews or Gentiles J Peace be on them, &c. And he 


Abraham j come on. them; and though they be uncircumcisd, yet, 


lievers, are hx Children, as well as the Jews that are circumcis c. 


K 


The Epiſtle to the Epheſians is very near half of ir ſpent on this Subject, | 


That believing Jews and, Gentiles are, in Chriſt Jeſin, Brethren, of the ſame 


Body, Sc. vik. from Chap. 2. ver. 1 1. to Chap. 4. ver. 16. He bids them 


remember, That in their r Eftate, while Unbelievers, they were Aliens 
from the Common - wealth of Iſrael, and Strangers from the Covenants: But nom 
in Chris Jeſus, you who ſometimes were far off, are made nigh : for he is aur 
Peace, who has made both [ Jews and Gentiles] one, and has braten down 


the middle Wall of Partition between us, &c. for to make im bimfelf of the | 


rwain one new Man; and that he might reconcile both unto. God in one Body: 
Fer through him we beth have an acceſs by one Spirit unto the Father: Nom 
and, g. 1.33. (80 C. 4. 28. (9) © 6.23, 46. /c. ., 4 
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d and perverted many of them into 


A: Vigdication of the dhe les 
therefors you are. Wome Strangers and Foreigners, bus Fellow-Cirizens with 
the Saints, and of the Houſhold of God; Wc, In whom all the Building tuly 
_ framed together, groweth unto an holy Temple in the Lord, in whom all you 
gre builded Sc. i e f „ op: 
Then he ſpeaks of that Myftery of the. Goſpel revealed to him, That the 
Gentiles ſbou d be Fellow-Heirs, and of the fame Body: And this Admiiſion. 
of them he calls a little after, 2% d, M murnets, the Cemmu- 
nic [or Fellowſhip} of the Myſtery ; i. e. the Communion. of Gentiies _ 
with Jews, which had been revealed to him by Inſpiration. 
In Chap. 4 he recapitulates what he had ſaid of their being both one Bo- 
dy, having one Spirit, one Inheritance or Hope of their Calling; and he 
adds, That they had allo one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, and one God; 
and beſeeches both of them (for there were many Jewith, and many Gen- 
tile Believers in this City) zo keop che Unity, of the Spiriz i. e. a ſpiritual 
ar religious Unity I in tbe Bond of Peace, „„ 

What will not Confidence and Prejudice teach us to ſay, if they teach 
us to call this bleſſed Apoſtle 4 Somer of Diſſenſian (meaning by Diſ- - 
ſenſion a Breach of ſtated Communion ) between Gentiles and Jews * 

- I hall not go through the other Epiſtles: Only tis impoiſible to paſs by 
his Directions given ro the Jewiſſi Chriſtians in his Epiſtle ro them. Our 
Adverfaries do repreſent him as one that thought that the Eſtabliſn d Church 
( fo they call the Chriſtian Church ſettled ar Jeruſalem under James, Peter, 
Se.) had fo many Corruptions, vit. Jewiſh Obſervarions, remaining in it, 
chat one oughr not to keep a conſtant Communion with ir, leſt by fo doing 
cone ſhould give Countenance or Encouragement to the Corruprions. 
Nou ſee what St. Paul writes to the Chriſtians of that Place ; (2) Obey 30 
them that have the Rule over you, [| He muſt mean either St. James, cho was 
Biſhop there, or elſe Simon his Succeſſor; for this was much about rhe Time 
that St. Fames ſuffered Martyrdom. J and ſubmit your ſelves: And again, (3) 
Not forſaking the aſſembling of your ſelves together, as the. manner of ſome 
4, "_ exhorting one another; and ſo much the more as- you fee the Day ap- 
oaching. 5 | | 
q Theſe Teſtimonies being taken from St. Paul's Epiſtles, there is no need 
of particular Proofs that Sr. Peter approved of the fame Things; nor only for- 
rhis Reaſon, becauſe it were blaſphemous to think that the Apoſtles diſa- 
= greed in any of the main things of the Goſpel, (for our Adverſaries talk ar 
fuch a Rate, as that it may not be ſafe to venture: their Conviction on that 
Argument) bur alſo for rhat, chat St. Peter, ſpeaking of all' St. Paul's Epi- 
ies, (4) ſpeaks of them with Approbation. | 

Therefore whiatever Inſtances there be of ſome particular Men, Jewiſh: 

Zealots, that would have made a Breach or a Diſtance between circumcis d. 
Believers, and uncircumcis d ones; tis plain, that neither St. Paul, nor St. 
Peter, nor St. James, nor St. John, (who do all at once (5) ſay of thoſe 
Men, Ve gave them no ſuch Commandmont) nor any other Apoſtle, did ap- 
prove of (ſuch ſiding, much leſs did take Sides themſelves. 

I hope there is no need of farther Proof of the Falſehood of the Accuſa- 


tion, 
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count of their Diſſents make Separations total or partial, but it ought alls 
to be urged by us againſt them: For if the Jewiſh Believers, having ſo 
many peculiar: Opinions about Meats, Days, Circumciſion, Gc. did yer for 


4 Viullcation of the Apoſtles. 
tion in general. It may perhaps be neceſſary to give an Anſwer to ſome 
particular Inſtances and Objections which they bring. * 808 


Object. 1. Tis evident that the Jewiſn Believers had many religious 


Cuſtoms, Rites, Obſervations, Sc. which the Gentile Believers had not. 


Anſ. This is not only granted as true, by us to the Diſſenters, who do onac- 


all thar make one Body, and hold conſtant Communion with the Gentile 
Believers in Prayers and Sacraments, when they came to any City of the 


Gentiles ; and the Gentiles with them, when they came to Feruſalem; and 
this by the Direction of the Apoſtles. This may fully convince our Diſſen- 
ters, that they do. an ill thing in making Separations in Communion ( total- 


ly or in part) from the Body of Chriſtians of the place where they live, for or 
by Reaſon of the Opinions in which they diſſent; eſpecially when they 
themſelves confeſs, and even urge ir, That there are not greater Differences 


between any Proteſtant Churches, than were between thoſe of the Reformed Fews - 


and Gentiles, But whereas they ſubjoyn here, And yet the Apoſtles had Com- 
munion ſtatediy with the one, and occaſienally with the other: The true Aſſum- 
prion is, And yet the Apoſtles own d a conſtant Communion with both, and actu- 
ally put it in practice with each, during all the Time of their Stay with each. 
A Jew. circumcis'd, and circumcifing his Children, and abſtaining from 
ſuch and ſuch Mears, and refuſing to work on ſuch and ſuch Days, &:. yet 
did not refuſe Communion with a Gentile Church that uſed none of theſe 
Things; nor was refuſed by them, but was a conſtant Communicant in 
Prayers and Sacraments. And. fo likewiſe on the other Side, a Gentile 
Chriſtian coming to Feruſalem, was with the Jewiſh Church of Believers 
there. And all this for the Reaſon laid down, and earneſtly inculcated by 
St. Paul, (7) Circumciſion u nothing, and Uncircumciſion u nothing: The 
Kingdom of God is not Meat (8) and Drink: Mherefore receive you one another. 
S. Paul is plainly of Opinion, Thar a Congregation conſiſting of Men, half 
of em circumcis d, and half of em uncircumcis d; half of em making a 
Conſcience of Meats, Days, &c. and the other half not; and yet all join- 
ing unanimouſly in Prayers and Sacraments, is no more an Abſurdiry, than 
it 1s that the ſame Congregation ſhould conſiſt half of them that think an 


unmarry'd Eſtate more agreeable for their Service to God, and therefore 


keep themſelves ſo, and halt of another Opinion and Practice in that Mat- 
ter. And as for himſelf (who had a neceſſary Occaſion of travelling to all 
Churches) he tells what his Cuſtom was, 1 Cor. 9. 21, 22. To the Jews, 


Ti. e. when I was in any Church of Jewiſh Chriſtians] I became & 4 Few ; 


[communicated with them, and uſed ſuch Cuſtoms of the Law as were 
uſed among them] To thoſe that are without Law, as without Law. | 3. e. when 


among Gentile Chriſtians, not inſiſting on Gleanneſs of Meats, &c. but do- + 
ing as they did.] For St. Paul and the other Apoſtles, though they declared 
Circumciſion and the legal Obſeryations lawful, LI mean to Jews by Nati- 


en] yet did not count em any longer neceſſary in themſelves, not even to 
5 | Jews 
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gemi. And therefore whereas the Few:ſh Chriſtians ſhew'da ſtrong Inclina- 
on to uſe em, and the Gentile Chriſtians as ftrong an Inclination againſt 
uſing em; the Apoſtles gave each their Liberty. And St. Paul at ſomeP laces 
us d em; and at others did not: Bur never refus d conitant Communion 
with any Church of Chriſtians that ever he came to; whether uſing, or not 
uſing em. And to the ſame Purpoſe St. Auſtin relates (1) and bighly com- 
mends that Cuſtom of St. Ambraſe, who being Biſhop of the Church of Milan, 
(which Church had not the Cuſtom of Faſting on Saturdays) but having * 
often Occaſion of going to Rome (at which Church they had a Cuſtom of 
_ conſtantly faſting on that Day) gave this account of his Management in that 
and ſuch like Occaſions ; when Tam at Rome, I conſtanti keep that Faſt with 
them ; but when Lam come home again, I omit it here, This Rule, St. 
Auſtin there ſays, is what a Chriſtian ſhould obſerve in all things. not deter- 
min'd by Scriprure, or by the Authority of the univerſal Church. And that 
he had by long Experience found it tobe a Rule of unſpeakable: Advantage 
for Peace, and for quieting Heats, Diſputes, and Animoſities. And ſo it is 
for preventing of Schim . 5 
ow would not St. Auſtin, or St. Ambroſe, or St. Paul either, if they 
were now Alive, and ſaw that one national Church of Proteſtants does uſe 
ſuch or ſuch a Poſture of Body at receiving the Communion; ſuch Gar- 
ments for the Miniſters; ſucha Ceremony of the Croſs at Baptiſm, Sc. And 
that ſome other national Churches do not uſe the ſame: And that there 
are in each Church or Nation ſome particular Men, who liking ſome other 
Poſture, Ceremony, or Garment, bexter than that of their own Church, do. 
ZXF thereupon make a Separation, either Total or in great Meaſure: Would he 
not ſay ; Poſtures; Ceremonies, Garments, are nothing? Not things for which 
one ſhould break Communion. Would he not order that theſe ſeveral Narti-- 
onal Churches ſhould own a Chriſtian Brotherhood one with another, not- 
withſtanding the different Uſages ? And that every particular. Man in each. 
of em ſhould, as long as he ſtays in that Church, comply with all the lawful 
Cuſtoms thereof, ſo far as they. are made neceſlary. to his communicating: 
there? Even as St. Paul himſelf, among the Fews.liv'd as a Few, and among 
the Gentiles as a Gentile, Ge. The Frame of St. Paul's Spirit ſeems plainly 
by his Diſcourſe to have been ſuch, as that if he were now on Earth and in 
England, he would receive the Sacrtment kneeling ; and if in another Churck,. 4. 
according to the Poſture uſed in that Church ;. provided it were not plainly 
1 or indecent. K 4 | 3 * * SPEER 
know that the Pamphlets, of which I.am. now ſpeaking, do bring this 
very Saying of St. Paul, To the Jews Ibecame as a Jew, &c. to prove that he 
was an Occafional Conformift-with the Fews, tho. his ſtated. Communon 
was with the Gentiles, If they mean no more than thus; that he, as he 
ſpent moſt part of his Life after his Converſion, in Gentile Places, did accor- 
dingly in bedily Preſence commmunicate far oftner with them, than he did 
with the Jewiſh Chriſtians at Feruſalem; tis granted. He was but five times 
a Feruſalem in allthe Hiſtory of the Actt; and ftaid not above a Fortnight 
or there abouts at a time. Bar during rhoſe times of his Stay _ - 
6 | 7 e 


r 


- (a) Epi{t. 118. ad Januar ium. 
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dia contant aus Communion with the Church ef evi Chriſtians 


upon Occaſion comply with, are yet ſo blameable, as that a 2 Chriſtian 


and whichhe en 


the Diviſion. 


ſay, we do obſerve 


and not we that are Schifmeticks. 


: 1 


becher, _ 3 fs; 


there; and during his Abſence from themalways 2 a” doug 34-20 
e in Heart and inPurpole. 1 He NA 
Let theſe Mem dut dotke like ; and all that Schifan zrhich at preſent 
tears out the Bowels of Chriſts Church, and makes Havock of Religion 
will be at an End. Let em but during their Stay in England { be it. way, = 
ſhort ) hold conſtant Communion in the Exgliſh Church? 1 — 
Occaſions draw em to any foreign orthodox Nation, do the ſame wich the the 
eftabliſh'd Church there; and no 25 will everblame em for ſuch Occa- 
fional Conformity. Tis Schilan char is blameable, and nor this or that U. 
lage or Ceremony. 
But if they living here, in the fame Nation, City, and Dioceſe, : ire 
there is an eftabliſh'd Communion long ago ſer up, do either them- 
ſelves fer up a Communion in ſition to it, or join ſtatedly with ſuch as 
do (tho ſometimes coming to Church) and as a Reaſon for ſo doing, 


do plead ; that the Church Ceremonies, tho ſuch as one may once or twice 


ſhould not conſtantly ſubmir to em {tho they be appointed uthority) 
leſt by ſuch conſtant Submiſſion he do ſeem to approve of em as the beſt that 
could bedeviſed; and if they would juftifie ſuch a courſe by the Exampleof 
St. Paul : They ought to prove that he, while he was at —— did, 
out of a greater Liking to the Uſages of the Gentile Churches, tind out ſome 
Conventicle in that City, of Men that renounced Communion with the A- 
poſtles of the Circumci In, and did keep his ſtared and endeared Communi- 
on with them; and yet ſomething like a Nonconformift ( as one of our Pam- i 
phleteers ſneeringly | (2 "aw art it) did ſpew that he could. communicate 
with the others too upon Bur would not conſtantly, left by ſo doing 
he ſhould ſeem roo much to approve of or encourage the Fewifh Cuſtoms re- 
rained by the other Apoſtles. 

St. Paul was ſo far n doing this, that he could not poſſibly have "done 
it without manifeſtly breaking one of theſe Rules which he himſelf has by 
God's Direction . to all Chriſtians that were then, or ever ſhall be; 

. with great Earneſtneſs, Rem. 1 6. 17.1 beſeech you, Bre- | 
#bren, mark them that cauſe Divifions—and avoid em. i. e. have n Com- 
munion with em. Now if there had been ſuch a Conventicle divided from 
the ſettled Church; tis certain that either that Conventicle or the ſettled 
Church muſt have given the Cauſe of the Diviſion. He therefore could not 
have join d with both, and at the ſame time have avoided the Cauſers of 


Thoſe that make a rorel Seratation from the Church of the Place 


where they live, ma ly have a Plea for their ſo doing. They may 
is Rule of the . avoid thoſe that cauſe Dꝛviſion: 


Ferrer cc... 


For we make no Diviſien, on with any that do. Zur the Church from which 
we ſeparate cauſesthe Diviſion lf apa ring Terms of Communion that are Sinful, 
and by refuſing us unleſs we wi bs wicked Things: CAT Arch ts they 


This, 


———————w 
* o 


—— — 
* 


_ "This, whetftrue, is à juſt Plea. Tis indeed far offner- falſe ;-2nd chen 
they are worſe than the Occalional Conformiſt. Bur yet the Occaſional Con- 
formiſt, chat joins with two ſuch oppoſite Parties, is in this reſpect worſe, 
that he is Self condemned. For he joining with two Parties whereof one is 
certainly Schiſmatical, does certainly break this Rule of the Apoſtles, of a- 
voiding Schiſmaticks. And this Argument, tho I do not ſee it usd againſt 
em in the Pamphlets, is what they can never get clear of. If they own 
the Communion of the Church to be lawful, and do uſe it ſomerimes ; and 
yet pretend they can edifie better by other ſort of Prayers, Preaching, Se. 
they oughr by their Principle to gather Societies conſiſting of ſuch, and ſuch 


q 7 8 
oy — * = te} 
5 : „ * 


only, as do ſometimes communicate with the Church, and ſo are no Schiſl- 


maticks; and in thoſe Societies ule ſuch Prayers, Preaching, &c. But now 
their Meetings do conſiſt of Men, the greateſt Number whereof do never 
come to Chureh at all, but do abſolutely renounce it. Now I ſay it is certain 
that either the eſtabliſh'd Church it ſelf, or elſe theſe Men do cauſe Diviſion, 
and ſhould be avoided. Vi 8 

But I am got out of my Way; for my Deſign at preſent was not to re- 
fute the Practice of theſe Men, but only their Slanders on the Apoſtles. 

Obj. 2. Paul circumciſed Timothy becauſe of the Fews that (3) were in 
thoſe Quarters. And yer, to ſhew that this Occaſional Conformity was but 


Occaſional, he would not ſuffer Titus to be (4) circumciſed at Feruſalem, 


whoſe Caſe was the ſame ; both (5) Greeks, &Cc. 

Anſw. 1. What has Circumciſion, or Uncircmcifion, to do with Commu- 
nion? I ſhew'd before that Circumcis d with Uncircumcis'd kept conſtant 
Communion. And lo this Timothy who was eircumcis d (and that after his 
believing ) did keep conſtant Communion in all the Gentile Churches of 
Men uncircumcis d, where he accompanied St. Paul, or was ſent by him; as 
appears by 100 Inſtances inthe Act and Epiſtles, | 

2. Tis a great Miſtake to ſay Timothys Caſe and Tirw's was the ſame,Timo- 
thy was of Fewiſh Race by his Mother. (6) For ſuch it was at leaſt lawful to 
be circumciſed. Of Titus no ſuch thing is nded ; ke was a (7) Greek, 
i. e. a Gentile by the whole Blood. And St. Paul proves to the Galatians, 
chat thoſe factious Men who preach'd a Neceſſity of Circumciſion to them be- 
ing Gentiles, and pretended to have the Apoſtles on their ſide in this Matter, 
were Lyars; and that the Apoſtles did nor inſiſt, or ſo much as deſire, that a» 
ny Gentile ſhould be circumcis d bythis : That he, when he went to Jeruſa- 
lem, 8 ee 1 7 — ne, had Titus, . 
ing a in Com re with him; an t he was not compel- 
led to be circumciſed. 2 2 | | w 

And St. Chryſoftom on this Place does acutely obſerve, that that was no 
wonder, chat the Apoſtles did not of their own Motion require Titus ro be 
circumcis'd, for they never required it of any Gentile. But that the thing 
which St. Paul obſerves as remarkable, was this; Thar the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves were not by the clamorous Importunities of ſome Factious ZEalors i 
in their own Church, brought under a neceflity of requiring him to be cir- 


cumciſed. 


e e 3. (3) NN 7. 5. (6) As 16. 1. (7) 


34. — -. 4 Pindication of the dpefiles 
cumciſed. St. Chry/oftom's Words are theſe ; The Apeſtles did not compel Ti- 
tus ?o be circumciſed, which is a plain Demonſtration that they diſtiłk d not of the 
ting done and ſaid by St. Paul: But, what is a much greater thing, when 
#heſe of a contrary Mind were brought in, and knew all this; yet the Apoſtles 
were not neceſſitated to require it to be done, This Comment, which has 
lighted on the true Emphaſis of St. Pauls Expreiſion, «teaches us, where we 
read, Titus was not compelled ro be ane and that, becauſe of falſe 
Brethren unawares brought in, &c. to underitand it; was not compelled to be 
circumciſed, fer all theſe falſe Brethren unawares brought in, &c, lo that tis. 
granted here were in the Church of Feruſalem, ſome Men of that Temper, 
which our Slanderers would repreſent the Apoſtles there to have been of. 
But will they impure to the Apoſtles the Fault of theſe ? Both they and St. 
Paul did perfectly agree in this, that no (8) Gentile need be circumciſed, and 
that any Jew that had a mind to it, might circumciſe his Children. And 
St. Paul, who circumciſed Timothy, born of a Jewiſh Mother, would not 
circumciſe Tie, and earneſtly forbad the Galatians to ſubmit to the Yoke of 
Circumciſion, 0 a 
Ohh. 3. St. Peter, a very ſtrict Obſerver of the Law, &c, yet occaſionally | 
16 went in unto the Reformed Gentiles of Antioch, eat with them, and liv'd in | 
all Reſpects as they did, Gal. 2. 12, 13, 14. But this was only occaſionally ; 
for he again withdrew from them, betaling himſelf again to hu Fewiſh Rites 
and $u y/ſtitions, (9) | | | 
uy If I had a mind to repreſent ſome do) all our Oceaſional Com- 
municants as Hypoerites; I ſhould anſwer, that this Inſtance is exactly pa- 
rallel to their Caſe, and fits em to a Hair. For the Scriprure owns that 
St. Peter in this matter plaid the Mypocrite : But whereas he had only this 
Fall, and one more; can they find out nothing wherein they will imitate 
that Bleſſed Apoſtle, but ny bow ill Actions? And will they defame him, 
by repreſenting that to have been his conſtant Courſe, which he was guilty 
only at that time? They might as well ſay that he perſever'd in de- 
nying his Maſter, a 55 = 
St. Paul's Words are plain and broad, in cenſuring this Hypocrifie, Gal. 
2. 13. And the other Fews alſo diſſembled with him Cæuumuel deny wry, acted: 
the Hypocrites together with him] inſomuch that Barnabas alſo was carried 
away Card, Ti Vanxelow | with their Hypecriſie: And he expreſs'd it to 
St. Peter's Face by a worſe Word than this which he uſes behind his Back. 
For he ſaid ro him, (1) IF I build again the things which I deſtreyed, I make 
my ſelf ed, meaning, © If thou, Peter, who waſt the firſt that didſt 
7 teach at Fery/alem, that that repured Commoneſs or Uncleanneſs of the 
| 15 © Gentiles, is by God abrogatedor deſtroyed ; and didft fince atthe Coun- 
16 © cil at Ferafalem, give thy Vote that Gentile Believers without Circumci- 
« fion are to be received; and accordingly now fince, thy coming hither 
4 didſt eat and join with them; doſt now, fearing thoſe which are of the 
© Circumcifion, build again, or go about to re-eſtabliſh that old Diſtance, 
* that Notion of Uncleanneſs, that Unlawfulneſs of Communion of a Jew- 
« with a Gentile, which thou thy ſelf haft owned to be abrogated ; 4 
— * U 


WON | | E * — — 2 — 
(8) Ad 21. 25. (9). Intereſt of England, p. 51, &c. (1) Gel. 2. 18. 
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fies, an Apoſtate, Deſerter, or Revolter ; and is the ordinary Word by which 


Nov this Diſcourſe of St. Pau}, looks very like this 


| ſcience, that Communion with the Church, kneeling at the Sacrament, &c. had 
no Uncleannefs or Sin in it, and did accordingly put it in Practice; do now, fear- 


© as yet communicated that Myſtery of the Goſpel z not coming up to Je- 


USE ani er 


A Vinditation of the Apaſfles «pg 
« wilt make thy ſelf ,, which Word in the ſeverity of it ſigni- 


Julian is by che Antient Chriſtians ſtiled, ö meafelray, che Apeſtate. Not 

chat St. Paul meant to call this an Apoſtacy from Chriſtian Religion; but a 

revolting from ſome of ones own Principles in that Religion. 5-44 
follows; vix. 


IF I, an Occaſional Conformift, who did upon Occafion ſati ie my own Con- 


ing thoſe which are of the Separation, withdraw and ſeparate my ſelf ; and [6 do 
94110 again that Pri nciple of Separation which I 4 : I make my 77 
only a Hypocrite, but in great meaſure) an Apoſtate; © 
But here comes in one of them to help; and fays, (2) The Hypocriſie 
that St. Paul roy bn upon St. Peter, was not, that he was an Occaſional Con- 
formiſt, but that he, was afraid to continue one. ; 
Put theſe Words into any form that will make Senſe ; and then ſee how 
far they will help him. T e Blame was not, that he join'd in Communion 
with the Church of Gentiles at Autioch ſometimes ; but that he did not join 
always, or as long as he continued there. For St. Paul does not blame him 
for that —_ certain Fervs came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles ; 
but that when they came, he withdrew and ſeparated himſelf, fearing theſe of 
the Circumciſion, Which is as much as to tay, He blamed him for being an 
Occaſional Communicant only, and not a Conſtant one, | 
Another of em (3) ſays, © Thar St. Peter at this time knew no more, 16 
* than that as he preach'd up the Chriſtian Doctrine to the Jews, without 
* interrupting their Obſervation of the Law of Moſes; ſo he was to preach 
« the ſame Doctrine to the Gentiles, bur proſelyting em withal ro the Ob- 
« ſervation of the ſaid Law, For St, Paul, to whom the Obſervation was 
« ſolely made, chat Moſes's Law was not binding to the Gentiles, had not 


„ ruſalem about it till ſome Years afterward, | 
Anſw, Tis no wonder, if confuſed and mad Reaſonings do arile from 
ſuch groſs Miſtakes in the Matters of Fact. De) 
Was the Revelation made ſolely to St. Paul? Was it not made alſo to Sr. 7 
Peter, Act: 10. and by him declar'd to the Church at Feruſalem, Act: 11 ? 
And had not St. Peter, together with the whole Council ar Feruſalem, then 1 5 
lately divulg'd a Decree about it, Afs15 ? And yet did St. Peter himſelf 
know nothing of it now at this time of his coming ro Antioch? For whereas 16 
this Man ſays, The time of St. Paul's coming up to Fernſalem about it, was 
ſome Vears aſter this his meeting Peter at Antioch; ler him read this Chapt 
ter [Gal. 2. ] over again; where at v. 1, 2. St. Paul tells firſt, how he went 
to Feruſalem, and communicated to them the Goſpel which he preach'd a- 
mong the Gentiles, Sc. And that this was 14 Years after his Converſion, 
i. e. the 15th Year after Chriſt's Aſcenſion: and afterwards, v. 11. proceeds 16 
in order to tell of this meeting with Perer at Antioch. And if he think that 
St. Paul does not here obſerve order of = let him mind the Context, 
1 2 how - 


(2) Right of Prot. Diſſentert, pt. 1. p. 1 5. (3) Intereft of Eng. p. 59, 5I. 
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ſemblies of the Schiſmaticks (8) ſays, IF they teach L MH 
tal Doftrines contrary to ours, that is 4 good Re 


Epoche 


The other Pleas whi qbring, are either of leſs Moment, or elſe 
Mittakes 3 and fo the fewer Words will ſuffice for Anlwer, 
00%. 4. Separate Parties, that renounce one another's Communion totally, 
and much more they that renounce only Stated Cemmunion, may be with- 
out Schilm (and conſequently tis no Slander to the Ayoltles to have this im- 
pured to em: bur if they did nor ſet up ſuch Parties, they might harnileſly 
enough have done it) ferthe Scripture Notion of Schifm is, Breach of Cha- 


rity, and nor Breach of Communicn. For Schifias may be among People 
when they are at Church together; 1 Cor, 11, 18, When en come together = | 


in the Church, ] bear that there be Schiſms among you ; 


ea iy Vuly = . e. 
Animoſities, Parties, Sidings, Oc. * 9 


Anfw. This is much inſiſted on by the ſaid Pamphleteers, and ſeems a. 


fine and new Device. But it is juſt as if any one ſhould prove that actual 
killing of a Man is not, in the Scriprure Notion, Murder; by this Argument, 
that the Scripture does ſometimes call Hatred, Murder. He that hates his 


Brother, is (5) a Murderer, Or that actual defiling a Woman is not, in our 


Saviour's Senſe, Adultery ; becauſe he ſometimes calls luſting after her by. 
that Name. If St. Paul do call thoſe Annimoſities, and the taking of Sides, 
which had not yet broken out into actual Separation, aud renouncing of. 
Communion, but was in a fair way to it, by the Name of Schiſm : how 
much more would he have call'd ir ſo, if they had proceeded to an abſolute 
Diviſion, two Altars ſet up in Oppofition to one another? — 

Oh. 5. It can't be Schiſm, becauſe there is no Difference between the Par- 
ties in the Fundamentals of Chriſtian Doctrine. 


%. 


Anſw. I dare venture my Reader, how ordinary ſoever, to anſwer this. 


Argument himſelf, That which theſe Arguers mean, or ſhould mean, is, 


That where there is no Difference in Fundamentals, there ſhould or oug bt to 
de no Schiſm. But when People do actually divide, to ſay that there is no 
Schiſm or Diviſion, is a Contradiction. Above half the Schiſms in the 
Church have been for Matters not Fundamental. And tho thoſe who have 


— from the Catholick Church, or have been driven out of it, for 


ſe DoQtrines are worſe, in reſpect of their Tenets; yet for the meer Spirit 


| of Faction and Schiſm, they are worſe who run into Diviſions for Matters of: 


St. chen diſſuading his Hearers from going to the Aſ- 
ſen why you ſhould not mix 


there 1s yet leſs Pretence 


ſmall Moment. 


with them : And if they hold the ſame Dofrene, t 


for doing it. And why? Becauſe then there is nathing-iu it, but their of 
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e. (5) TIT (6) de 4. Morel. 
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A Findication\ of the Apoſtles. 


ng Leaders 
Wan And did they ſuffer alone > Did not ber Followers 600 
In Vain wa thi Altar built, In Vain is the . 
the Number as 14 Let us take all theſe things and pull em in Pieces, 
forbid, Jay you. Ton do the very thing z and Jet ſay, God forbid; when the 
thing tt dot Fa one think this tobe an indifferent thi 
Wen Tay of tie Puriſts J If eby e ts for the Merge © war mil 
cm a " e | t "IS 4 | wi | 
they Jay to mM 6 Since tis the lame Doctrine, the ſame Ss wh 


the Chriſtian Religion is full of Vainglory, deſire of preſiding, and Hypo- 
' criſte, Take from em the Crowds that follow 'em, and they are nothing, 
c. This I ſay and teſtifie, that you may not have: it to ſay at that Day no 
body told us of itz No body forbad us: We did it ignorantly : We knew 
not that it was a Fault, Therefore I ſay and declare, that to divide the Church- 
is not 4 left Sin than falling into Hereſie. 

And he quores to this Purpoſe a certain holy Man much antienter than 
himſelf, A certain bey Man ſaid « thing which my bold ; but yet be 
faid it; And what was it? He ſaid, that even the Blood of Marryrdom 
could not waſh offthis Sin, For tell me, for what pu 
to Martyrdom ? Is eit not for the Glory of Chriſt ? therefore that laiſt- 
down thy Life for Chriſt, doſt thou wajte the Church for which Chriſt laid down 
bis own Life? This holy Man, whom he quotes, was no leſs Man than Ire- 


ſtolick Age. And yet I doubt there is ſome body, that wilt ſay of him, as 
has ſaid of Ignatius, that he raves, _ | 

Oh. 6. A Man ſhould always (or at leaſt for the 2 and in his 
moſt conſtant Exerciſes of Worſhip ) offer to God that whic 
acceptable rohim. And therefore he that judges the Ways, the Preachings, 
the Prayers, Sc. uſed by the ſeparate Parties to be more pure, and more 
pleaſing ro God, ſhould for his ſtated Communion chuſe the Meetings 
where thoſe are uſed, | | | 

Anſw, That a Man ſhould ( not only for the moſt part, but) always of- 
fer to God what he thinks moſt acceptable to him, is a certain Rule. But 


let any Man take his Judgment from God's own Word, of what is moſt ac- 


ceptable to him; and he will find that any ſort of all the Uſages or Cere-- 
monies { that are lawful, and nor contrary to his Word) with Unity, is 


more acceptable to God, than the beſt of em is with Schilm,. Qppoſition, | 


and Diviſion. 


0h. 7. Tis the Intereſt of the Church of England it ſelf xo encourage this 


Occaſional Communion by giving Places of Profit and Truſt toSchiſmaricks, . 
provided they will receive the Communion with us once or twice; for this 
may bring em by degrees, or at leaſt their Children, to conſtant Communi- 

Anſw. With all my Heart, if the wiſe Men think fo. Provided the ad- 
vance this as a Piece oftheir own Wiſdom and Policy ; and don t aſeribe it? 


of the Church ; in Vain 
bs God 


let bim 


yp one of 'em_encroach on the other's Church > You may ſee that all 


Poe deft thou offer thy ſelf 


neus, (as Mr. Grabe has ſhewn ) who was born in, or very near the 7 7 f 
. 67 | 
he thinks moft 


9 
. _— 


„ 


Dont you remember what Pune Corah, Dathan, aue 


A Vindication of the Apoſtles. OE” 
20 St, Paul nor to any Apoſtle. * St. Paul ſays," (5) that if any one d lender. 
2 oro bin, e Le Bi, he Good may come 


it: Hu Damnation # Fuſt, yo 4.2 os A , 

I deſire alſo to put in. another Proviſo; That the Biſhop who will have 
«this ro be done, do pleaſe ro depure ſome other Miniſter and not me, to give 
the Communion to ſuch Perfons, unleſs they do then declare a Purpoſe of 
breaking off their Schiſm. For, beſide that I ſhould, during all the time of 

the Adminiſtrarion, be under ſome Diſturbance and Fancy that I ſmelt a 
Smell of a Hypocrite ; I, when I was reading the Exhottation to all char 
"are in Malice, or Envy, or. any other grievous Crime, to repent of it, or elſe not 
come to that holy Table, left after the taking of that holy Sacrament, the Devil 
enter, &c. ſhould ( fince I reckon Schiſm a greivous-Crime ) think theſe 
Men who join ſtatedly in a Schiſm againſt the Church, whoſe-Communion 
themſelves own to be lawful, to be nearly concern'd in ie. 
Obj. 8. This fort of Men do, for a Twelve-month laft paſt, never fail 
to Object to us the Example of one of our own Biſhops, propos'd by himſelf 
in a Speech made in the Houle of Lords, and Printed; who ſays, I cannot in 
the General condemn thy [ Occaſional Conformiy ] but as it is accompanied 
with Errorand Miftake in the particular Inftance. I my ſelf was an Occaſional 
Conformiſt in Geneva and Holland. I thought Communion with them ty 
was lawful——— but at the ſame time Icontinued my Communion with our Church 1 
according to the Liturgy of this Church, with all that came about me ind le 
 _foTrhink an Occaſional Conformity with a leſs 2 Chureh may well eonſiſt with tt 
the continuing to 1 God in à more perfect one. It remains then a point of O- te 
pinion, which Church or Society is the more, and which the leſs perfect. = P 
nſw. But ſtill this Man does not do what they do. He does not lay a- 
ny Aſperſion on the Apoſtles on this account; but expreſly vindicates em 
in another Place (8); he obſerves (what I juſt now obſerv'd) that they, du- 
ring their Abode in any Fewiſh Chfreh, comply'd with the ewiſh Rites ; he 
aſſerts twice over in one Paragraph, that they continued ſuch Compliance while 
rhey were among them [| the ems. ] And if ſo, they could not, during rheirSta 
there, ſer up or join in any ſtated Worſhip wherein thoſe Rites were refuſed, 
omitted, or renounced. And he ſays on that Head; ſuch a Pattern have the 
Apoftles ſet us of complying whith 1 that are regularly ſettled, where- 
ever we arr. And having obſerv'd that all real Obligation to thoſe Rites by 
God's Law was then abrogared, and Corruprions got into the Religion, he 
adds; If then ſuch Rites, and the Rites of ſuch 4 Church were till complyed 
with by inſpired Men, this is an infallible Pattern to us. And a little 47 77 
ought to acquieſce in ſuch. Rules as have been agreed on by common Conſent, &c. 
; The . in point of Obedience muſt be lawful or unlawful. For ex- 
pedient dr ne xpedient ought never to be brought into Queftion as to the point of oY 
Obediente ; ſince mo Tnexpedienty whatſoever can balance theBreaking of Order Oe. 
ſo that theſe Men ſuould conſider not only the Example that this Prelate gives 
em of himſelfin one Hand; but much more the Example of the Apoſtles that 
he gives em in the other. DEN ET 
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(7/ Rom. 3. 8. (8) Expofir. of Article 20, 


A Vindication of the Apoſtles. 


ere. And befides, the Example of himſelf which he gives, is not ſo full to Tv 


e of their Purpoſe as they would pretend. For it does not appear that thoſe he 
PA ſpeaks of, that came about him were inthe ſame State of Schiſm from the eſta- 
ave bliſh'a Church there, as thoſe with whom our Occaſional Communicants' do 


fraredly join care from the eſtabliſh'd Church here; perhaps they 
were not ſettled Inhabitants, and did not underſtand familiarly the Language 
us d in the Service of the National Church. And we do not think, as he 
Papiſts do, that for Uniformity ſake People ſhould be tied to the. Uſe of 
Prayers which they underſtand not · Perhaps the whole Meeting was made. 
up of ſuch only as did, beſide their coming ſometimes to the Engliſh Liturgy, . 
hold Communion with the eftabliſh'd Church, and had never a iſmarick 
in it; which is otherwiſe, as I ſaid, in the Meetings to which our Occaſi- 
nal Communicants do reſort. And 'ris the more probable that he would 
enterſtain no other; becauſe he himſelf expounding the 34th Article of 
our Church, which ſays, every particular National Church bas Authority to ordain, 
change and aboliſh Ceremonies or Rites, &c. and ſays, that whoſoever does openly 
break theſe Traditions and Ceremonies ſo ordained and approved, ought to be © 
rebukgd openiy, Ge has there ſpoken things very full to that ſe; vn. That 
tit one of the greateſt Sins; that all the Sint that others commit in Imi- 
tation of bim, are in a very high degree to be = on his Account, who gave 
them ſuch Occaſion of falling. And in many other reſpects tis probable this 
learned Biſhop could ſhew his Practice not to have been like theirs. As for. 
this my preſent Undertaking, I ſhall be glad if it do in anyMeaſure contribute 
to the taking off that Reproach of our Nation; That it has ſwarm' d with , 
Pamphlets laying this Seandal an the Apoſtles, Tx. 
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Divine Addrefles in three:-Books. it, „ Sighs & the be 


of the Religious Soul. 3d, Extaſies of the Ina; | | 
"1 


. ae e wth F Her . Hugo 
mg ae Mc A. »8v0z : © n 8 
0 2d, An E 


or be compleat Car in four. = 
A1 The C | into eaſie Queſtions. 5 
© tion e ie. - 3d, The Church Catechiſm welolyed.imo... Script 8 ” 
WS. The:While Dury of Man reduced into Queſtions; fixed f a means | 
. Capacities, the weakeſt Memories, the plaineſt W | 
earners. ::.The;Third Edition, amm. 
3 Devotional Poems, Feſtival and Practical; ow-ſo; ne 
1 Wh: ian Feſtiyals, Faſts, Graces and Virtues, &c. 8. 
eee and Peace, in two Letters : The former a Letter to 1 
bled in Mind, who (tho a virtuous Lady, yet) labour d under great . A 
E:: ©. Iwlofities, Doubts and Fears, and ſome uneaſie Degrees of Deſperation: I 
be —.— a Letter to a Penitent, who appearing Sincere, and having pafs d 
1 angelic; Methods of Peace and Ree e 
5 | +. 1 Ree” > TOE. | 
A ſure Guide to Heaven; or the ſifeſt and oe Way to Ha i- 
8 by Divine Love: wich Deyour Aſpirations, firred red for the "Uſes ofa 
8 | Derout Retirement, g „ Av, 4 
1 Wl 5 ed w_ Vertue, to ſeveral Gentlemen and Ladies, in 
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